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The mission of the Vermillion River Watershed 
Joint Powers Organization (VRWJPO) is to 
collaboratively provide education, science, and 
support to restore and protect the Vermillion River 
Watershed’s natural resources for all who live, 
work, and play within its boundaries. 
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Introduction 
  
The Vermillion River and its tributaries wind through rural, suburban, and urban landscapes, traveling 
from the headwaters in Scott County to two confluences with the Mississippi River near the cities of 
Hastings and Red Wing. The Vermillion River Watershed encompasses 335 square miles of land and 
portions of 20 cities and townships. It is the largest watershed in the seven-county Twin Cities 
Metropolitan area.  
 
Approximately 49 stream miles of the Vermillion River’s main stem and tributaries are Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources (MNDNR) designated trout streams. The Vermillion River Watershed’s 
self-sustaining population of brown trout makes the river a rare natural resource in a growing 
metropolitan area. 
 
The river and watershed are managed according to a Joint Powers Agreement signed by Dakota and 
Scott counties in 2002. This agreement formed the Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers 
Organization (VRWJPO), to manage the watershed as required by Minnesota law (Minn. Stat. Chapter 
103B.201-253). Dakota and Scott counties established special tax districts within their portions of the 
watershed to provide the primary funding for watershed planning and activities. This 2018 Annual 
Activity Report and Financial Statement summarizes the VRWJPO’s activities in 2018 and its plans for 
2019 to protect and improve the Vermillion River Watershed. 
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The 2016 Watershed Plan categorizes the VRWJPO’s roles. These roles are: administration and 
operations, regulation, research and planning, monitoring and assessment, land and water treatment, 
coordination and collaboration, and public communication and outreach.  
 
Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Board (VRWJPB) 
The governing body of the VRWJPO is the Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Board (VRWJPB), 
which consists of two Dakota County Commissioners and one Scott County Commissioner. The VRWJPB 
directs watershed administration, policy, budget, and implementation of the Vermillion River Watershed 
Management Plan. The VRWJPB met nine times in 2018. The VRWJPB members included: 
 

o Commissioner Mike Slavik, Dakota County District 1 (Chair), Hastings 
o Commissioner Tom Wolf, Scott County District 2 (Vice-chair), Prior Lake 
o Commissioner Mary Liz Holberg, Dakota County District 6 (Secretary/Treasurer), Lakeville 

 
Watershed Planning Commission (WPC) 
A nine-member Watershed Planning Commission (WPC) consists of citizens of the watershed. These 
members are appointed by the VRWJPB under authority of the Joint Powers Agreement to advise the 
VRWJPB on policy, programs, or other matters that may come before the VRWJPB. The WPC is 
responsible for guiding implementation of the Watershed Plan, annual work plan, and budget. In 2018, 
the WPC met eight times. The WPC members in 2018 included:  
 

o Carolyn Miller, Chair, Elko New Market 
o Mark Henry, Vice-chair, Castle Rock Township  
o Ken Betzold, Castle Rock Township  
o Brian Rohrenbach, Rosemount  
o Tony Wotzka, Lakeville  
o Chuck Clanton, Hampton Township  
o Josh Borton, Apple Valley  
o Bruce Rydeen, Lakeville  
o Rich Fortman, Lakeville 

 
Technical Advisory Group (TAG) 
The VRWJPO consults with a Technical Advisory Group (TAG) consisting of local, regional, state, and 
federal government partners and non-profits with expertise and interest in watershed issues. The TAG 
also discusses emerging scientific, technical, and policy impacts that affect the Vermillion River 
Watershed. The TAG generally meets two to four times annually to discuss matters that affect the 
watershed from a scientific and technical perspective. In 2018, the TAG met two times to provide input 
and consultation on watershed matters. Representatives include, but are not limited to: 
 

o Cities and townships within the Vermillion River Watershed 
o Dakota and Scott counties 
o Dakota County Soil and Water Conservation District 
o  Scott Soil and Water Conservation District 
o Metropolitan Council 
o Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
o Minnesota Department of Agriculture 
o Minnesota Department of Health  
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o Minnesota Department of Natural Resources  
o Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources  
o Natural Resource Conservation Service  
o Environmental Consulting Firms 
o University of Minnesota Extension 
o Prairie Island Indian Community 
o Environmental Groups 
o Other interested parties 

 
VRWJPO Administrators and Staffing 
The VRWJPO is housed within Dakota County’s Environmental Resources Department at the Dakota 
County Western Service Center, 14955 Galaxie Avenue, Apple Valley, MN 55124. The VRWJPO is staffed 
with an administrator from Dakota County and a co-administrator from Scott County.  Other Dakota and 
Scott county employees provide support for specific projects and activities. Staff in 2018 was: 

 
o Mark Zabel, VRWJPO Administrator, Dakota County 
o Melissa Bokman, VRWJPO Co-administrator, Scott County 
o Travis Thiel, Senior Watershed Specialist, Dakota County  
o Paula Liepold, Communications and Outreach Specialist, Dakota County  
o Mark Ryan, Water Resources Engineer, Dakota County 
o Jen Dullum, Public Outreach and Communication Specialist, Dakota County 

 
VRWJPO Contact: 

o Mark Zabel, VRWJPO Administrator, Dakota County 
14955 Galaxie Avenue, Apple Valley, MN 55124 
mark.zabel@co.dakota.mn.us 
952-891-7011 

 
The counties’ respective Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs) provide monitoring, and 
technical assistance services for the VRWJPO. Additional technical or specialized services are provided 
through contracts with consultants.  District Managers for the SWCDs in 2018 were: 

 
o Brian Watson, Manager, Dakota County SWCD 
o Troy Kuphal, Manager, Scott SWCD 

 
Legal Consultant 
The Joint Powers Agreement for the VRWPO states both Dakota and Scott counties shall provide legal 
services as needed. The attorney assigned to provide legal services to the VRWJPO is: 
 

o Helen Brosnahan, Assistant County Attorney 
 

For projects or legal issues that arise wholly within the political boundaries of Scott County, the Scott 
County Attorney’s Office provides legal services. 
  

mailto:mark.zabel@co.dakota.mn.us
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Administration and Operations 
Administrative responsibilities include: staff training and supervision; coordinating and documenting 
VRWJPB meetings, decisions, and directions; coordinating and documenting WPC and TAG meetings, 
decisions, and recommendations; managing the budget; setting priorities and developing work plans; 
managing contracts; reporting; and seeking funding. Please see Appendix A for a list of VRWJPB actions 
taken throughout the year. 
 
Research and Planning 
The VRWJPO develops strategic approaches for managing water resources through monitoring emerging 
issues; evaluating data; and engaging the public, stakeholders, and partners in planning and policy 
issues. In 2018, the VRWJPO researched the following: 
 
Urban Water Conservation Pilot Program 

o The VRWJPO and its partners identified specific challenges to effective implementation of water 
conservation strategies in urban areas and identified actions to address them. In 2018, two 
townhome/condominium associations that have centrally controlled irrigation systems were 
identified for third party irrigation system audits to evaluate the systems’ operations, 
programming, and performance.  Actionable recommendations for water conservation to the 
associations included: integration of smart controllers, fixing or installing rain sensors, irrigation 

2018 Work Plan Activities 
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head repairs and adjustments, adjustment of irrigation scheduling, and other relevant 
technologies and repairs to improve irrigation water conservation. An audit report and key 
finding for each townhome/condominium association are available on the VRWJPO website 
under Pilot Projects. 

 
Aggregate White Paper 

o High quality aggregate resources in the Vermillion River Watershed are being actively mined 
because of their proximity to the metropolitan area. The impact of aggregate extraction on the 
long-term quality and quantity of water being discharged to the Vermillion River is important to 
assess to avoid impact to the river’s cold-water ecosystem. General conclusions from this 
research are that existing aggregate extraction in the heavy use area around the UMore Park is 
unlikely to directly impact surface water or base flow to the Vermillion River due to a 
groundwater divide that would likely impact the groundwater that flows to the Mississippi River, 
not the Vermillion River. Thermal impacts to the river were not evaluated for other areas or 
cumulative mining impacts in the Vermillion River Watershed; however, this study documented 
research studies that developed a method for determining the distances where thermal impacts 
to groundwater were observed from mine pit waters that could be used in specific locations in 
the future. In those research studies, it was shown that a separation distance of greater than 
250 meters to a stream would be sufficient to mitigate significant thermal impacts. Read the 
report on the VRWJPO website. 

 
Stormwater Retrofit Assessment for Independent School District 192 

o Independent School District 192 (ISD 192) and the City of Farmington lie entirely within the 
Vermillion River Watershed. Sections of the Vermillion River’s main stem, as well as portions of 
three major tributaries (South Creek, Middle Creek, and North Creek) pass through Farmington, 
moving from west to east. Water quality monitoring has revealed several pollutants that exceed 
the impairment thresholds set by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and Environmental 
Protection Agency for the Vermillion River and its tributaries. Portions of the river and its 
tributaries within Farmington are impaired because they do not meet one or more of the state 
standards for turbidity, fecal coliform bacteria, dissolved oxygen, mercury, as well as fish and 
macroinvertebrate health. The water clarity (turbidity) impairments indicate that too much 
sediment is moving through the system, which impacts habitat quality and overall river health. 
Many ISD 192 properties are in close proximity to the Vermillion River or its tributaries, which 
provides an opportunity for water quality improvement practices implemented on these 
properties to have a direct benefit to the Vermillion River and its tributaries. Additionally, 
schools are seen as high value partners for their ability to incorporate stormwater management 
concepts into their curriculum. In an effort to reduce the pollutants reaching the river and its 
tributaries, this assessment calculates potential sediment, phosphorus, and volume reductions 
provided by individual stormwater best management practices (BMPs) on ISD 192 properties. 
 

Monitoring and Assessment 
Water quality and quantity monitoring data are essential for effective management of the Vermillion 
River Watershed. Surface water and groundwater monitoring allow the VRWJPO to determine the 
current condition of the resource, any trends occurring over time, highest priorities for protection and 
restoration, and effectiveness of water-quality improvement projects. The following activities reflect the 
VRWJPO’s commitment to evidence-based watershed management. 
 
 

http://www.vermillionriverwatershed.org/plans-reports/watershed-assessment-studies/
http://www.vermillionriverwatershed.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Aggregate_Mining_white_paper.pdf
http://www.vermillionriverwatershed.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Aggregate_Mining_white_paper.pdf
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East Lake Carp Tracking – Lakeville 
o East Lake is impaired for excess nutrients, namely phosphorus. Excess phosphorus in East Lake 

comes from both external and internal sources. The VRWJPO and partners have implemented 
projects to help address both internal and external phosphorus sources, but previously 
conducted fish surveys have shown the presence of common carp to be significant in East Lake, 
which may shift the balance of phosphorus sources. Carp feed by rooting in the lake bottom 
sediments, which stirs up the sediment and releases more nutrients into the water than would 
normally be present. As a result, the internal phosphorous becomes more of a water quality 

factor. The VRWJPO and the City of Lakeville estimated the carp population and biomass within 
East Lake to determine if carp management and/or removal are necessary; tracked carp 
movements to determine if carp were moving to and using surrounding ponds or North Creek as 
a carp nursery, which may require the installation of a carp barrier(s); and determine the age of 
the carp population to determine when carp begin to move into East Lake and reproduce.  

 
Geomorphic Assessment 

o A geomorphic assessment was conducted from US Highway 52 to Vermillion Falls in the City of 
Hastings in 2018. The Lower Vermillion River flows approximately 13.5 miles from Hwy 52 to 
Vermillion Falls. The geomorphic assessment noted information on soils, stream bed grain size, 
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infrastructure, land use and vegetation. Goals of this assessment included: examining the 
channel condition and stability, assessing riparian and aquatic habitats, noting infrastructure 
near, in, or crossing the Vermillion River and issues relating to the interactions between the river 
and infrastructure, noting past project conditions, identifying potential projects to improve 
water quality and aquatic and riparian ecosystems within the Vermillion River, and quantifying 
pollutant reductions in select potential projects. Potential projects primarily address one of five 
issues: localized bank erosion, early successional and sparsely vegetated riparian corridor, 
agricultural and urban encroachment, undersized and aging stream crossing infrastructure, and 
lack of instream habitat complexity. The full geomorphic assessment can be found here. 

 
Vermillion River Monitoring Network 
The Vermillion River Monitoring Network (VRMN) was created to assess water quality and quantity in 
the Vermillion River Watershed. These data, which include a combination of chemical, physical, and 
biological parameters and assessments, enable local agencies to determine the health of the stream and 
implement appropriate management strategies.   

http://www.vermillionriverwatershed.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/LVR-Compiled-Report.pdf
https://dakotacounty.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=304d2225249d4fd3ab3f510e0ff62a7f
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o Temperature: 
Since portions of the Vermillion River and its tributaries are home to a self-sustaining brown 
trout population, there is great interest in reducing or maintaining water temperatures suitable 
for a healthy brown trout fishery. During July in particular, stream average temperatures 
continued to approach the chronic exposure limit of 20°C for brown trout (Bell, 2006). During 
periods when temperatures are approaching the chronic exposure limit, it is assumed that trout 
seek refuge in nearby cool and deeper pools. 
 

o Chemistry: 
Many of the water monitoring parameters are meeting standards and indicate a generally 
healthy condition in the Vermillion River and tributaries. Some monitoring parameters do 
exceed thresholds for some standards during snowmelt and precipitation events. 

Nitrate (NO3; a form of nitrogen) levels were quite low, except at one station on the South 
Branch Vermillion River which has a significant nitrate load compared to others in the network. 
High levels of nitrate in drinking water pose a human health risk and are likely related to the 
soils, artificial drainage, and agricultural land use that are predominant in the South Branch 
Vermillion River subwatershed.  

The other primary nutrient monitored in the watershed is phosphorus, a limiting nutrient for 
plants, meaning that if it becomes available, plants (including algae) will use it to grow in size 
and/or number. Phosphorus levels throughout the watershed are at an acceptable level (below 
the state standard) for most monitoring stations, except during runoff and snowmelt events 
when elevated concentrations are commonly recorded.  

Low dissolved oxygen concentrations following runoff events were common at several sites. The 
median dissolved oxygen levels met the standard for both 2A and 2B stream sites during 
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baseflow conditions. Median levels at the two sites on North Creek and the site on South Creek 
were in violation of the standard during runoff sampling; individual event standard violations 
also occurred at several sites during runoff conditions. 

High levels of total suspended solids (contributing to turbid, cloudy, water) following runoff 
events were also common at several sites. Sample medians were at or below (meeting) the state 
standard at all stations during baseflow conditions, but exceeded the standard for all cold water 
sites during runoff conditions, as well as the warm water standard at VR24 (warm water 
standard was met at VR803).  

o Bacteria Sampling: 
Some parameters have been measured at undesirable levels. Escherichia coli (E. coli) bacteria 
levels are high in many streams of southeast Minnesota, and the Vermillion River and its 
tributaries are no exception. Monitoring results in 2018 show numerous low level exceedances 
during the season at all of the sites in the network. E. coli levels at VR24 continue to be higher 
than samples collected at other monitoring sites within the watershed. The geometric mean for 
E. coli samples at VR24 was eighteen times more than the standard, a level in line with what was 
seen in both 2015 and 2016 (E. coli levels in 2017 dropped in comparison). Geometric means for 
other sites were between two to three times higher than the standard. Monitoring results also 
found that E. coli levels decreased at the majority of monitoring sites, excluding VR804 and 
VR807, in comparison to levels in 2017. 
 

o Biological and Habitat Assessments:  
The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) developed biological indices to evaluate the 
health of the macroinvertebrate community in the Vermillion River. In 2018, biomonitoring was 
conducted at seven sites in the watershed. Macroinvertebrate index of biotic integrity results 
have not been finalized by the MPCA.  
 
The fish community was assessed at nine sites in 2018. Based on the Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency (MPCA) southern stream classification the assessment included seven coldwater 
sites, one warmwater headwater stream site, and one warmwater stream site. All fish 
collections followed the methods outlined in the MPCA warmwater Index of Biotic Integrity (IBI) 
report, as well as the MPCA Standard Operating Procedures for electrofishing. All fish collected 
were identified, sorted, counted, and released. There were 2,104 fish collected across all sites 
during monitoring in 2018. The most numerous fish collected was fathead minnow, with 547 
individuals, which equated to 26.0 percent of the total catch. There were 132 brown trout (6.3 % 
of total catch) collected from six sites. There were three sites where greater than 30 trout were 
collected. These three sites accounted for 94% of all trout collected in 2018. Fish collection data 
were submitted to the MPCA for IBI score calculation and can be found in the final technical 
memo. 
 
Habitat assessments were completed using the MPCA’s Minnesota Stream Habitat Assessment 
protocol to further evaluate and understand the biological integrity of stream reaches. Of the 
sites monitored in 2018, four sites had a ‘fair’ score while three sites scored ‘good’. One site on 
South Creek in Lakeville showed a significant improvement from when it was last monitored, 
having scored 38.4 in 2016 (poor) and 79.3 in 2018 (good). Prior to restoration work beginning, 
this section of South Creek had significant downfalls and obstructions, was over-widened and 
shallow, had streambank erosion, and provided limited habitat for aquatic biota. Channel 

https://dakotacounty.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=304d2225249d4fd3ab3f510e0ff62a7f
http://www.vermillionriverwatershed.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/2018-Field-Monitoring-Results_TechMemo_Final.pdf
http://www.vermillionriverwatershed.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/2018-Field-Monitoring-Results_TechMemo_Final.pdf
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restoration work completed in 2017 restored the stream reach by removing channel 
obstructions, narrowing the channel, stabilizing banks to prevent further erosion, and 
introducing multiple types of in-stream habitat features including: rootwads, rock veins, stream 
cobble, and cover boulders. These restoration efforts improve habitat and decrease the amount 
of sediments in the channel.  

 
Agency Monitoring 

o The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) continues its monitoring effort in 
response to potential impacts to the quantity of water within the Vermillion River from 
groundwater withdrawals via appropriations. The DNR maintains responsibility for several 
stream gaging stations within the watershed as part of this effort.   

 
o The VRWJPO continues to provide cost share funding for the operation of the U.S. Geological 

Survey’s (USGS) Blaine Avenue gaging station, which has the longest continuous record of flow 
in the watershed. Real-time stage and flow data is available from the USGS station. This 
information can be accessed on the USGS National Water Information System site.  

 
o Continuous temperature monitoring was conducted at the eight stream gaging stations the 

SWCD and DNR operate, as well as at the Metropolitan Council’s Watershed Outlet Monitoring 
Program (WOMP) station in Hastings.  The VRWJPO contracts annually with specialists at the 
DNR for assistance with maintenance, rating-curve development, and data analysis and 
compilation at these stations. 

 
Public Communication and Outreach 
Communicating the value of clean water is an essential part of the VRWJPO’s mission, and civic 
engagement has taken on greater importance in watershed processes. Among the outreach and 
communication programs partially funded or conducted by the VRWJPO in 2018: 
 
Vermillion Stewards 

o Vermillion Stewards program is implemented by the Friends of the Mississippi River (FMR) 
through funding provided by the VRWJPO. Volunteers participate in hands-on stewardship and 

https://waterdata.usgs.gov/usa/nwis/uv?site_no=05345000
http://fmr.org/become-vermillion-steward
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educational programs throughout the Vermillion River Watershed. In 2018, FMR organized eight 
VRWJPO sponsored program events. VRWJPO events attracted 198 volunteers contributing 154 
volunteer hours to the programs such as habitat restoration plantings, a rain barrel “make and 
take” workshop, river clean ups and dogwood planting. Read the Vermillion Stewards annual 
report on the VRWJPO website. 

 
Landscaping for Clean Water Workshops 

o Raingarden, native garden, and shoreline stabilization installation engages many watershed 
residents in hands-on water quality and landscape improvements. The VRWJPO maintained its 
support to the Dakota County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) in 2018 for the 
Landscaping for Clean Water program. Countywide, Dakota County SWCD held 20 introductory 
workshops and design courses. Within the Watershed, there were 107 residents at the 
introductory workshops and 71 projects planned in the design courses in 2018. This effort 
resulted in 18 installed and funded raingardens and native gardens in the Watershed.   

Wetland Health Evaluation Program (WHEP) 
o The VRWJPO continues financial support of WHEP, engaging citizen volunteers to monitor 

wetlands in their community. The program turns volunteers into “citizen scientists” and is an 
excellent opportunity for environmental education and natural resource information gathering. 
In 2018, six teams with 61 WHEP volunteers donated more than 1,135 hours to monitor 22 
different wetlands in the Vermillion River Watershed.  

 
Vermillion River Watch Program 

o In 2018, the VRWJPO continued support of Dakota County SWCD’s  work with educators and 
students at Rosemount and Hastings High Schools to collect macroinvertebrates and habitat 
data, identify macroinvertebrates, and compare species type and abundance to biological 

http://www.vermillionriverwatershed.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/2018VermillionStewardsPorgramRerport.pdf
http://www.vermillionriverwatershed.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/2018VermillionStewardsPorgramRerport.pdf
http://www.dakotaswcd.org/cleanwater.html
http://www.mnwhep.org/
http://www.vermillionriverwatershed.org/get-involved/volunteer-opportunities/
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metrics. This is a successful way to interest students in scientific disciplines and engage them in 
protecting and improving water resources.  
 

Social Media 
o The VRWJPO continues to maintain its presence on social media. In 2018, the VRWJPO branched 

out on Instagram and has a following of 130 followers and growing each day. With this platform 
and the VRWJPO’s Facebook page and Twitter account, we have been successful in generating 
original content and sharing news from partners, while gaining friends and followers. 

 
Scott Clean Water Education Program  

o In 2018, the Scott Clean Water Education Program (SCWEP) focused activities and outreach on 
the overall theme of “Clean Water Starts with Me!” There were multiple initiatives to help Scott 
County residents make choices for clean water second nature, including the groundwater nitrate 
testing clinic and the tree seedling and native seed pickup. Outdoor Education Days brought 
together 5th  grade students, including those from Elko New Market, at Cedar Lake Farm Park in 
New Prague, for interactive activities and learning stations on environmental issues. In 2018, 
SCWEP started creating educational videos focused on cover crops and raingardens to be shared 
on social media and used during workshops. SCWEP also had a display booth and informational 
rack cards at various public events throughout the year, such as the Scott County Fair. The 
SCWEP writes and distributes a newsletter and is active on social media. 

 
Community Event Participation and School Outreach 

o In 2018, the VRWJPO participated in both the City of Lakeville’s Earth Day Celebration and the 
City of Farmington’s Earth and Arbor Day Celebration staffing interactive displays on keeping 
surface water clean and turf management strategies to help maintain sustainable groundwater 
supplies.  

o VRWJPO staff took part in “Party in the Park” along the Riverwalk in downtown Hastings. This 
event celebrated our natural resources and highlighted ways to keep our earth clean. This was 
the first year the VRWJPO participated in the event, but hopefully not the last. 

o Staff from the VRWJPO, Dakota County, and the Dakota County Soil and Water Conservation 
District hosted exhibits in the Dakota County Fair’s Conservation Building, and lead prairie tours, 

https://www.instagram.com/vrwjpo/
https://www.facebook.com/VRWJPO/
https://twitter.com/VRWJPO
https://www.scottswcd.org/education
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for 50 hours during the six days of the 2018 Fair.  Master Water Stewards volunteered 27 hours 
at the building talking about water quality and pollinators.  

o The VRWJPO volunteered at the City of Farmington’s Pollution Prevention Day where students 
learn how their actions impact the environment and that they can make a difference.   
 

Partnership Building and Collaborative Efforts 
o In cooperation with groups, the VRWJPO works to eliminate duplication of effort, leverage 

resources, instill consistency, share knowledge and expertise, and make each public dollar go 
further in achieving water quality and quantity goals.   

o In 2018, the VRWJPO supported the Metro Watershed Partners, a coalition of Watershed 
organizations, cities, and interest groups providing effective water-oriented messages to the 
general public.  

o The VRWJPO continued its financial support of the Metro Children’s Water Festival. Staff took a 
leadership role in coordination, planning, and implementation. Three schools from the 
Watershed had almost 250 students participate in the popular event.   

o The VRWJPO also provided in-kind support and hosted workshops led by Fortin Consulting, Inc., 
on turf grass maintenance, smart salting, road maintenance, and winter parking lot and sidewalk 
maintenance at the Dakota County Western Service Center. These workshops reached 88 
employees of public and private entities that maintain parks, city, county, or school grounds. 
 

Capital Improvement Projects 
The VRWJPO continues to ensure that Capital Improvement Projects (CIPs) are identified and developed 
with direct and observable benefits to water quality, quantity, and aquatic habitat. The VRWJPO 
provides assistance and incentives through cost-share programs for Local Government Units and other 
partners seeking effective solutions to local water-quality, quantity, or aquatic habitat problems. To find 
out more about cost-share programs, review the VRWJPO’s project funding policy on the website. 
 
South Creek Temperature Reduction – Lakeville 

o Trout streams require cold water to support the specific fish and macroinvertebrate populations 
that exist within them.  South Creek is one of the coldest portions of trout stream within the 
Vermillion River Watershed, producing some of the largest, trophy-sized brown trout and a 
significant amount of young-of-year fish. At the start of 2018, South Creek ran through a large 
stormwater basin near Holyoke Avenue and 210th St. in Lakeville. During the frozen conditions 
of late winter, the VRWJPO and City of Lakeville constructed a new channel for the creek, 
separating it from the basin. The results are significantly cooler stream temperatures, increased 
dissolved oxygen, and less sediment-laden water in South Creek. Through this project, progress 
will be made towards addressing fish and macroinvertebrate stressors in South Creek and the 
Vermillion River. 

 
County Road 50 Phosphorus Reduction Project – Lakeville 

o Lake Marion in Lakeville is a very popular recreation destination. Visitors come from all over 
Dakota County and beyond to fish, boat, and swim.  While Lake Marion is not currently impaired 
for nutrients, the levels of phosphorus in the lake are close to water quality standards and could 
increase as more phosphorus enters the lake over time. Stormwater drains to Lake Marion from 
the watershed area around the lake and brings nutrients, like phosphorus, into the lake. In 2017 
and 2018, Dakota County reconstructed a large portion of County Road 50 in Lakeville in the 
area that drains to Lake Marion. During the design phase, the City of Lakeville and the VRWJPO 
worked with the County to design a combination of a pre-treatment basin, vegetated swale, and 

http://www.vermillionriverwatershed.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/VRWJPO-Implementation-Project-Funding-Policy-Adopted-1-19-16.pdf
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an iron-enhanced sand filter. This “treatment train” will provide additional phosphorus 
treatment to drainage from the road and from upstream neighborhoods to help protect the lake 
from phosphorus-laden stormwater and excess algae growth.   

 
South Branch Nitrate Treatment – Castle Rock Township 

o The South Branch Vermillion River subwatershed has the highest nitrate load in the Vermillion 
River Watershed, and is a contributor to contaminated drinking water in the eastern portion of 
the watershed due to the geology of the area allowing for river water to leak into the underlying 
drinking water aquifers. Dakota County reconstructed County Road 78 that is within the South 
Branch Vermillion River subwatershed, which allowed for the VRWJPO to design and construct a 
nitrate treatment practice adjacent to the road. A constructed wetland was created and 
enhanced with woodchips. The woodchips provide an additional carbon source in the wetland’s 
soil, which improves nitrate removal efficiency.  This allows for nitrate reducing bacteria to 
better thrive within the wetland, leading to additional nitrate reduction than a wetland 
construction project alone. This project became quite newsworthy, with articles first appearing 
on MPR and spreading via the Associated Press to other outlets like the U.S. News and World 
Report. 

 
Dakota County SWCD Cost Share Programs 

o Besides Landscaping for Clean Water, the Dakota County SWCD receives funding from the 
VRWJPO for their Conservation Initiative Funding and Incentive Payment Practice Programs. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.mprnews.org/story/2018/03/26/fighting-water-pollution-in-dakota-county-with-woodchips
https://www.apnews.com/b742b6db7906475db4923ed434d95a89
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/minnesota/articles/2018-04-01/minnesota-watershed-uses-woodchips-wetlands-to-treat-water
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/minnesota/articles/2018-04-01/minnesota-watershed-uses-woodchips-wetlands-to-treat-water
http://www.dakotaswcd.org/incentives.html
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2018 Dakota County Soil and Water Conservation District Projects 

Project Practice Installed Jurisdiction VRWJPO* Landowner 
Pollutant 
Reduction/Year 

John Kindgston 
5 - Grassed 
Waterways  

Marshan 
Twp. $5,333 $2,535 

499 tons of soil and 
66 lbs. of 
phosphorus  

City of Apple 
Valley 

2- Bioretention 
Basins 

Apple 
Valley $50,000 $64,795 

2.6 acre-feet runoff 
and 3.4 lbs. of 
phosphorus  

Ralph Wagner 
Water & Sediment 
Control Basin 

Nininger 
Twp. $3,660 $2,348 

13 tons of soil and 7 
lbs. of phosphorus 

Rainer Kimmes 
Farm LLC 

Grassed Waterway 
& Critical Area 
Planting 

Marshan 
Twp. $2,825 $941 

117 tons of soil and 
18 lbs. of 
phosphorus 

*additional technical assistance costs not included 
 
Scott SWCD Cost Share Programs 

o Besides the Scott Clean Water Education Program, the Scott SWCD receives funding from the 
VRWJPO for their Conservation Cooperator Program. 

 
2018 Scott Soil and Water Conservation District Projects 

Project Practice Installed Jurisdiction VRWJPO* Landowner 
Pollutant 
Reduction/Year 

Stephen 
Muscato 

Well 
Decommissioning 

New Market 
Twp. $397.13 $329.75 

Prevents polluted 
water or harmful 
fluids from 
entering well 

Bryant Stewart 
Well 
Decommissioning 

New Market 
Twp. $440.63 $358.75 

Prevents polluted 
water or harmful 
fluids from 
entering well 

 
Dan Thompson 

Streambank 
Protection 

New Market 
Twp. $5,235.75 $1,745.25 

20.4 tons of soil 
and 20.4 lbs. of 
phosphorus 

Vicky Wenner 

Restoration & 
Mgmt of Declining 
Habitats 

New Market 
Twp. $8,224.95 $574.95 

5.4 tons of soil 
and 4.3 lbs. of 
phosphorus 

*additional technical assistance costs not included 
    

Maintenance 
The VRWJPO routinely provides maintenance and upkeep on past projects to keep them functioning as 
designed.  
 
Vermillion River Watershed Native Planting Maintenance 

o The VRWJPO completed a stream remeander at Middle Creek in Farmington in 2015. The 
adjacent area was planted with native seed and interpretive signage was installed that provides 

https://www.scottswcd.org/tacs-program
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information on the benefits of a meandering stream and the importance of stream health to 
wildlife. In 2018, mowing was performed to inhibit the growth of weeds and other noxious or 
invasive species, and improve the quality of the plant community.  

 
Feasibility/Preliminary Studies 
Projects depending upon VRWJPO funds or support often require feasibility or preliminary studies to 
determine whether they are practical, cost effective, and implementable. Projects explored in 2018 
include: 
 
Fairgrounds Easement – Castle Rock Township 

o Dakota County recorded a Conservation Easement agreement with the Dakota County 
Agricultural Society, Inc. in July 2011 for approximately 190 acres located in the south portion of 
the Dakota County Fairgrounds in Castle Rock Township. Within the bounds of the easement, 
two primary tributaries come together to form the upper portion of the South Branch Vermillion 
River. These tributaries, which are generally more like wetlands, have historically been ditched 
to facilitate drainage. The VRWJPO has identified nitrate as a parameter of concern in the South 
Branch Vermillion River.  Concentrations of nitrate in this water resource are generally at or 
above the drinking water standard of 10 milligrams per liter (mg/L), and samples collected from 
the Fairgrounds Easement in May 2017 had nitrate concentrations between 13 and 14 mg/L.  
Reducing nitrate concentrations in surface water runoff and agricultural tile drainage in this 
predominantly agricultural subwatershed meets a Watershed Management Plan goal to protect 
groundwater and fits with the South Branch subwatershed priorities in the plan. The intent of 
this feasibility study is to analyze the Fairgrounds Easement for alternatives to improve wetland 
quality and increase nitrate removal across the site. This study will determine what methods 
and alternatives are available for wetland restoration and/or enhancement at the Fairgrounds 
Easement and the degree to which each alternative is feasible given the site characteristics and 
adjacent conditions. 

 
Federal Aviation Administration Dewatering Reuse Project – Farmington 

o The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) property located in Farmington, MN sits on 
approximately 12 acres consisting primarily of buildings and other impervious surfaces. Due to a 
high water table, the facility regularly pumps groundwater from areas adjacent to or below the 
ground portion of the building in order to maintain FAA operations. The volume of water that is 
pumped varies, but is significant enough to warrant a pipeline system to collect and route water 
away from the property and to the Vermillion River. Robert Boeckman Middle School (BMS) has 
a pre-existing landscape irrigation system serving various athletic fields. The two properties 
meet along the east BMS property line. The VRWJPO investigated the feasibility, potential costs, 
and considerations of diverting pumped groundwater from the FAA for use by the BMS 
landscape irrigation system. The potential opportunity to put some of the groundwater to 
horticultural use can result in a dual benefit of reducing some of the water being pumped into 
the Vermillion River and reduce dependence by the school on municipal water for landscape 
irrigation. Based on concerns about the cost of implementing connections, collection, treatment 
and distribution of water through such a system, the project was deemed infeasible with the 
resources available at the time. 

 
Farmington Elementary Roof Drains – Farmington 

o  Farmington Elementary is located southwest of Maple Street and 6th Street in Farmington. The 
18.3 acre site consists of a school building, parking lots, three ball fields, and a running track. 
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Stormwater runoff from the entire site drains into the storm sewer system, which flows north 
along the Union Pacific railroad tracks in downtown Farmington and enters the Vermillion River 
through a 66-inch storm sewer pipe. VRWJPO staff worked with Farmington Elementary School 
and Farmington School District staff to develop concept plans that would capture rooftop runoff 
from the School in bioretention areas.  The rooftop drains were a concern due to their potential 
to create slip hazards in the winter, so VRWJPO staff developed concepts that would convey, 
capture, and treat the stormwater before it enters the storm sewer system and would alleviate 
any potential slip hazards.  Currently, School and District staff has not made a decision on 
moving the concepts forward toward a formal design, but discussion will continue in 2019 to 
decide if the design will move forward. 

 
Publications 
The VRWJPO provides an electronic newsletter and distributes it directly to interested residents twice a 
year (see Spring and Fall 2018 issues on the VRWJPO website) as required by Minn. Rules Part 
8410.0100, Subpart 4. 
 
Consultants 
The VRWJPO enters into contracts with consultants to provide engineering and environmental 
professional services for water resources management projects.  

The VRWJPO also entered into several contracts as a result of projects required for bid in 2018 as noted 
below.  

o Request for Bids - East Lake Carp Management 
• Contract - Carp Solutions 

o Request for Proposals - Vermillion River Stewards Outreach Program 
• Contract - Friends of the Mississippi River 

o Request for Quotes - Geomorphic Assessment 
• Contract – Inter-fluve 

o Previous Request for Quotes - Fabrication services for four freestanding interpretive signs 
• Contract - Fossil Industries, Inc. 

o Previous Request for Quotes - Illustration updates and sign edits - Falcon Ridge Middle School 
raingarden sign 

• Contract - Jean Beattie Consulting 
o Sole Source - Lawn Chair Gardener Creative Services – contract terminated 

• Contract - Water Heroes curriculum 
o Request for Quotes - PAAP Drones 

• Contract - Document final state of stream restoration 
o Sole Source - Water in Motion 

• Contract – Federal Aviation Administration Building Irrigation Feasibility Study 
o Sole Source - Water in Motion 

o Contract - Urban Water Conservation Pilot Program irrigation audits 
o Request for Quotes - Wenck Associates 

o Contract - Fish Sampling 
 
Regulation 
The VRWJPO works with the cities and townships in the watershed to ensure adoption and 
implementation of local water management plans consistent with the Watershed Management Plan.  All 

https://mailchi.mp/18519aeb4f37/spring-2018-vermillion-river-watershed-news
https://mailchi.mp/278678d295e2/read-the-vrwjpo-fall-newsletter?e=5313bdf5eb
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communities in the watershed were required to update their local water management plan by the end 
of 2018. The VRWJPO reviews the updated plans and approves them through a VRWJPB action.  By the 
end of 2018, the VRWJPO approved local water management plans for all communities within the 
watershed with the exception of the City of Lakeville, the City of Elko-New Market, and the Dakota 
County Rural Collaborative (which all obtained extensions or were working on revisions to draft plans by 
the end of the year).  During its reviews, the VRWJPO ensures that the local water management plans 
are in compliance with the watershed management plan, as updated in 2016.  While the townships 
generally adopt the VRWJPO watershed management plan by reference, the VRWJPO review requires 
local plans to ensure that they have references to specific sections of the watershed management plan 
when discussing specific local water issues. 

Included in the watershed management plan update of 2016 was an update to the VRWJPO 
Standards.  Communities that are implementing the Standards through local ordinances are therefore 
required to update their ordinances as well.  These updates are typically completed with the local water 
management plan update or within six months of the comprehensive plan update.  Ordinance updates 
are also reviewed by the VRWJPO.  VRWJPO staff began outreach efforts on the changes to the 
Standards with the townships of the watershed in June 2018, and specifically the changes to the erosion 
and sediment control Standard prompted concerns from township representatives.  As a result of these 
discussions, the WPC and VRWJPB had multiple agenda items discussing the Standards and 
implementation in the townships.  The result of these agenda items was the formation of an ad hoc 
group consisting of VRWJPO staff, one VRWJPB commissioner, three WPC members, one contracted 
building inspector, and four township officer representatives to discuss the erosion and sediment 
control Standard and implementation of the Standards within the townships in early 2019. 

The watershed began its formalized “Standards Evaluation Program” in 2017 to review the application of 
local ordinances and validate community implementation of the VRWJPO Standards during the prior 
year.  In 2018, VRWJPO staff completed the second year of its evaluation process, which included 
completion of an annual form summarizing water resources-related activities in each community as well 
as “spot-check” reviews of the permitting processes applied by the local communities using a sample of 
permitted projects.  The VRWJPO reestablished its own permitting program for compliance with the 
VRWJPO Standards in Eureka Township in 2017.  As such, the VRWJPO Rules were updated in February 
2018 to reflect the Standards that were updated in 2016.  See below for a summary of the VRWJPO 
permit program in Eureka Township for 2018. 

The watershed includes all or part of 20 separate jurisdictions, 19 of which have land-use planning and 
zoning authority. These local government units have been implementing the Standards through local 
ordinance and are applying their own permit and enforcement program. In 2017, the VRWJPO 
reestablished permitting and enforcement in Eureka Township. Eureka Township retains land use 
planning and zoning authorities but has abjured implementation of the VRWJPO Standards for which 
responsibility then reverts to the VRWJPO.   

As noted above, the VRWJPO only implements its Rules and issues permits in Eureka Township. The 
VRWJPO issued five permits for land disturbance activities in Eureka Township in 2018, and there were 
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no variances issued.  One commercial expansion project was large enough to require stormwater 
facilities, and VRWJPO staff reviewed the permanent stormwater management design as a part of the 
permitting.  In addition to these VRWJPO permits, the VRWJPO reviewed and provided comment on the 
following development projects permitted under local ordinances: 

o Launch Properties AUAR in Lakeville (Commercial Warehouse/Industrial) 
o CSAH 42/Akron Study Area AUAR Update in Rosemount 
o South Pines 9th Addition in Hastings (Residential) 
o Preliminary Comments/TEP on Sapphire Lake Development in Farmington (Residential) 
o Preliminary Comments on Al Maghfirah Cemetery in Castle Rock Township 
o Highway 3 Early Coordination Meetings with Empire Township/Minnesota Department of 

Transportation 
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Governmental Fund Statement of Revenues, Expenses, and 

Changes in Fund Balance and Governmental Activities 
Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization For 

the Year Ended December 31, 2018 

Revenues 

Taxes $892,863 
Investment earnings $30,382 
Licenses and Permits $6,641 
Intergovernmental $324,154 
Miscellaneous $250 
Total Revenue $1,254,290 

Expenditures/ 
Expenses 
Current 

Conservation of Natural 
Resources $2,021,279 

Net Change Fund Balance $766,989 
Fund Balance January 1, 2018 $1,932,414 
Fund Balance December 31, 2018 $1,165,425 

 

 
Category Budget Items       Budget Amount 

Administration and 
Operations  

Dakota County VRW Staff $155,000 
Scott County VRW Staff $12,500 
Other Dakota County Staff Time $15,000 
Legal Support $20,000 
Miscellaneous Expenses (per diems, mileage, 
postage, etc.) $6,000 
Training, Conferences, and Certifications $2,000 
Office Equipment Purchases $0 
Subtotal Administrative $210,500 

Research and Planning 

Dakota SWCD Incentive Program Policy Assistance $1,600 
Scott County Staff $2,000 
VRW Staff $10,000 
Subtotal Research and Planning $13,600 

Monitoring and 
Assessment 

VR Monitoring Network in Dakota Co: Staff Time for 
Sample Collection, Equipment Installation, 
Maintenance, Downloading $39,000 
VR Monitoring Network in Dakota Co: Data analysis, 
database management, data reporting, FLUX 
modeling, reporting $17,000 

2018 Financial Statement 

2019 Work Plan and Activities 
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VR Monitoring Network in Dakota Co: Water Quality 
Sample Analysis and QA/QC samples $19,000 
VR Monitoring Network in Dakota Co: Equipment 
and Supplies $8,000 
Vermillion River Monitoring Network in Scott Co $9,800 
USGS Cost Share for Blaine Ave. Station $8,400 
DNR Flow Gaging Assistance $9,500 
Biological and Habitat Assessments $7,000 
Electrofishing $9,600 
Monitoring Programs Review and Evaluation $15,000 
Bacteria Sampling in New Market $0 
General GIS support (Dakota SWCD) $5,000 
Geomorphic Assessment (52 to Hastings) $0 
Nitrate Treatment Practice Sampling $1,000 
Iron Enhanced Sand Filter Performance Sampling $2,000 
East Lake Carp Assessment $0 
Subtotal Monitoring and Data Analysis $150,300 

Public 
Communications and 
Outreach 

Communication and Outreach Staff $80,000 
Wetland Health Evaluation Program Cost Share $3,000 
Vermillion River Watch Program  $6,000 
Vermillion River Stewards $25,000 
Scott County Outreach Efforts $2,050 
Vermillion River Watershed Projects Signage and 
Map Updates $10,000 
Newsletter, Mailings, Website, General 
Communication Materials $10,000 
Water Conservation - Homeowners Association/ 
Mining Sites Outreach $0 
Landscaping for Clean Water Workshop Program $30,400 
K-12 Classroom Presentations (Dakota SWCD) $4,000 
Children's Water Festival Support $600 
Watershed Partners $5,000 
Watershed Tours $1,500 
Master Water Stewards $12,500 
Local Standards/ Ordinance and Turf/Salt Workshops $3,500 
Dakota SWCD Outreach Assistance $0 
Stewardship Grants $0 
Outreach on Nitrate in GW $0 
Subtotal Public Outreach and Communication $193,550 

Regulation 

Dakota SWCD Assistance with Plan Review $0 
Scott SWCD Assistance with Plan Review $900 
Engineering Assistance and Review $50,000 
VRW Staff Local Program Assistance $20,000 
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Subtotal Regulation $70,900 
Coordination and 
Collaboration 

Coordination VRW Staff $10,000 
Subtotal Coordination and Collaboration $10,000 

Capital Improvement 
Projects 

Rosemount Cost Share JPA $65,000 
Cost Share Programs in Dakota County (SWCD) $80,000 
Cost Share Programs in Scott County (SWCD) $41,300 
Buffer and Floodplain Easements (unallocated) $0 
Wetland Restoration/ Bank (unallocated) $0 
205th Street Stream Stabilization Extension $0 
Johnny Cake Ridge Road Stormwater Improvements $100,000 
Water Conservation Pilot Retrofit Project $0 
Subtotal Capital Improvement Projects $286,300 

Maintenance Past projects maintenance/ repair $10,000 
Subtotal Maintenance $10,000 

Feasibility/Preliminary 
Studies 

Preliminary Design, Technical Assistance and 
Marketing for Capital Improvements (Dakota SWCD) $40,000 
Preliminary Design, Technical Assistance and 
Marketing for Capital Improvements  $100,000 
Aggregate White Paper $0 
Subtotal Feasibility/Preliminary Studies $140,000 

Met Council Grant 
Tropics Building Stormwater Reuse (grant) $230,100 
VRWJPO cost-share (grant match) $30,000 
Subtotal Met Council Grant $260,100 

CPL Grant (DNR) RR 

Rambling River Park In-stream Habitat and Stream 
Stabilization $0 
VRWJPO cash match $0 
Subtotal CPL Grant RR $0 

CPL Grant (DNR) 
Flagstaff 

Flagstaff/ Blair Restoration $0 
VRWJPO cash match $0 
Subtotal CPL Grant Flagstaff $0 

CWF Grant (BWSR) 
Alimagnet Lake 

Alimagnet Lake Stormwater Improvement Projects $87,500 
VRWJPO cash match $37,500 
Subtotal CWF Grant Alimagnet $125,000 

CWF Grant (BWSR) 
Phosphorus Treatment 
Cty Rd 50 

Phosphorus Treatment County Road 50 $1,000 
VRWJPO cash match $2,500 
Subtotal CWF Grant Cty Rd 50 $3,500 

CWF Grant (BWSR) 
South Branch Nitrate 
Treatment 

South Branch Nitrate Treatment $20,000 
VRWJPO cash match $5,000 
Subtotal CWF Grant South Branch Nitrate $25,000 

CWF Grant (BWSR) 
Lakeville 
Hydrodynamic 
Separator 

Lakeville Hydrodynamic Separator $140,700 
VRWJPO cash match $80,000 

Subtotal CWF Grant Hydrodynamic Separator $220,700 
CWF Grant (BWSR) South Creek Temperature Reduction $0 
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South Creek 
Temperature 
Reduction 

VRWJPO cash match $0 
Subtotal CWF Grant South Creek Temperature 
Reduction $0 

CWF Grant (BWSR) 
Erickson Park 
Stormwater 
Improvements 

Erickson Park Stormwater Improvement $100,000 
VRWJPO cash match $30,000 
Subtotal CWF Grant Erickson Park Stormwater 
Improvements $130,000 

CWF Grant (BWSR) 
Farmington Street 
Retrofit 

Farmington Street Project $44,300 
VRWJPO cash match $55,000 
Subtotal CWF Grant Farmington Street Retrofit $99,300 

CWF Grant (BWSR) 
Aronson Park 
Stormwater Reuse 

Aronson Park Stormwater Reuse Project $70,600 
VRWJPO cash match $29,500 
Subtotal CWF Grant Aronson Park Stormwater 
Reuse $100,100 

CWF Grant (BWSR) 
Webster Wetland 
Restoration 

Webster Wetland Restoration $67,000 
VRWJPO cash match $0 
Subtotal CWF Grant Webster Wetland Restoration $67,000 

CWF Grant (BWSR) 
Technical Assistance 
and Cost Share 
Program 

Technical Assistance and Cost Share Program (TACS) $17,700 
VRWJPO cash match $1,800 
Subtotal CWF Grant Technical Assistance and Cost 
Share Program $19,500 

CWF Grant (BWSR) 
Imminent Health 
Threat Septic Upgrades 

Imminent Health Threat Septic Upgrades $8,000 
VRWJPO cash match $0 
Subtotal CWF Grant Imminent Health Threat Septic 
Upgrades $8,000 

 

Subtotal of Expenditures $2,143,350 
Cash Reserve $41,850 
TOTAL Annual Expenses $2,185,200 
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January 
Res. No. VRW 18-00: Election of Officers 
 
Res. No. VRW 18-03: Execute a Joint Powers Agreement with Dakota County Soil and Water 
Conservation District (SWCD) for Services in 2018 
 
Res. No. VRW 18-04: Modify the VRWJPO Permit Program Fee and Security Schedule 
 
Res. No. VRW 18-05: Authorization to Release a Request for Qualifications for Professional Services in 
2018-2019 
 
Res. No. VRW 18-06: Appointments of Rich Fortman to the Vermillion River Watershed Planning 
Commission (WPC) 
 
February 
Res. No. VRW 18-10: Authorization to Execute a Joint Powers Agreement with Scott Soil and Water 
Conservation District (SWCD) for Services in 2018 
 
Res. No. VRW 18-11: VRWJPO Permit Program Fee and Security Schedule Modifications Public Hearing & 
Adoption 
 
Res. No. VRW 18-12: Reappointments of Bruce Rydeen and Brian Rohrenbach to the Vermillion River 
Watershed Planning Commission (WPC) 
 
Res. No. VRW 18-13: Approval of Bachman’s Greenhouse Expansion Permit Application 
 
Res. No. VRW 18-14: Approval of Progressive Resources Warehouse Site Permit Application 
 
March 
Res. No. VRW 18-17: A Approval of Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization (VRWJPO)  
Consultant List for 2018-2019 
 

Company Address City State 
Alliant Engineering, Inc. 233 Park Avenue S, Ste 300 Minneapolis MN 
American Engineering Testing, Inc. 550 Cleveland Avenue North St. Paul MN 
Applied Ecological Services, Inc. 21938 Mushtown Rd Prior Lake MN 

Barr Engineering Company 4300 MarketPointe Drive, Suite 
200 Minneapolis MN 

Braun Intertec 11001 Hampshire Ave S Minneapolis MN 
Cardno  7157 Commerce Circle South Fridley  MN  
Emmons & Olivier Resources, Inc. 7030 6th St. North Oakdale MN 
Inter-Fluve 2121 Randolph Ave, Second Floor St. Paul MN 
Intertek-PSI 2915 Waters Road, Suite 112 Eagan MN 

Appendix A 
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KLJ 370 Wabasha St., Suite 300 St. Paul MN 
Limno-Tech, Inc. 7300 Hudson Blvd., Suite 295 Oakdale MN 
Minnesota Native Landscapes, Inc. 8740 77th Street Northeast Otsego MN 
Mi-Tech Services, Inc. 5707 Schofield Ave. Weston WI 

Northern Technologies, LLC 6160 Carmen Avenue East Inver Grove 
Heights MN 

Prairie Restorations, Inc. 31646 128th Street Princeton MN 
Precision Approach Aerial 
Photography 15909 Elmwood Way Apple Valley MN 

SRF Consulting Group, Inc. One Carlson Parkway North, 
Suite 150 Minneapolis MN 

Tetra Tech 413 Wacouta Street, Suite 435 St. Paul MN 
TKDA 444 Cedar Street, Suite 1500 St. Paul MN 

Wenck Associates, Inc. 1800 Pioneer Creek Center, PO 
Box 249 Maple Plain MN 

Wetland Habitat Restorations 670 Vandalia Street St. Paul MN 

WSB 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 
300 Minneapolis MN 

 
Res. No. VRW 18-18: Authorization to Execute a Joint Powers Agreement with the City of Lakeville for 
Participation in a Carp Assessment Study for East Lake  
 
Res. No. VRW 18-19: Authorization to Execute a Grant Agreement with Dakota County to Perform an 
East Lake Carp Assessment  
 
Res. No. VRW 18-20: Authorization to Execute a Grant Agreement with Conservation Corps of Minnesota 
to Perform Water Resource Project Restoration and Improvement Work 
 
Res. No. VRW 17-21: Authorization to Submit the Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization 
(VRWJPO) Biennial Budget Request for 2020-2021 to the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources 
(BWSR) 
 
April 
Res. No. VRW 18-24: Authorization to Proceed with Social Media Outreach Using Instagram 
 
Res. No. VRW 18-25: Authorization to Submit 2017 Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers 
Organization Annual Activity Report and Financial Statement to the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil 
Resources 
 
Res. No. VRW 18-26: Approval of Proposed Amendments to the Vermillion River Watershed Joint 
Powers Organization 2018 Budget 
 
June 
Res. No. VRW 18-27: Approval of Consent Agenda 

a. Approval of Agenda 
b. Approval of Minutes from the April 26, 2018, Meeting 
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c. Acceptance of Treasurer’s Report 
d. Authorization to Execute a Grant Agreement with Lawn Chair Gardener Creative Services for 

“Water Heroes: Developing Kids’ Super Powers to Protect Water!” Curriculum 
e. Approve the Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization’s Watershed-Based Funding 

Project List Submittal to the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources 
f. Authorization to Execute a Joint Powers Agreement with the Minnesota Zoo to Complete the 

Tropics Building Rainwater Harvesting System Project 
 
July 
Res. No. VRW 18-29: Approval of Consent Agenda 

a. Approval of Agenda 
b. Approval of Minutes from the June 28, 2018, Meeting 
c. Acceptance of Treasurer’s Report 
d. Authorization to Execute a Joint Powers Agreement with the City of Farmington for a 

Stormwater Improvement Project Feasibility Study 
e. Authorization to Execute a Joint Powers Agreement with the City of Apple Valley for Stormwater 

Improvement Projects for Alimagnet Lake 
f. Adoption of the Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization Wetland Bank Policy 
g. Schedule a Public Hearing to Receive Comments on the Draft Vermillion River Watershed Joint 

Powers Organization 2019 Budget and Special Tax District Levy 
 
August 
Res. No. VRW 18-31: Approval of Consent Agenda 

a. Approval of Agenda 
b. Approval of Minutes from the July 26, 2018, Meeting 
c. Acceptance of Treasurer’s Report 
d. Authorization to Amend the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources Fiscal Year 2017 

Clean Water Fund Grant 
e. Authorization to Execute a Joint Powers Agreement with the City of Lakeville for a Stewardship 

Grant to Implement Conservation Turf and Soil Enhancements at Legacy Park 
 

Res. No. VRW 18-31: Conduct a Public Hearing and Adopt the Draft Vermillion River Watershed Joint 
Powers Organization 2019 Budget and Watershed Management Tax District Levy 
 
October 
Res. No. VRW 18-34: Approval of Consent Agenda 

a. Approval of Agenda 
b. Approval of Minutes from the August 23, 2018, Meeting 
c. Acceptance of Treasurer’s Report 
d. Approval of the City of Apple Valley’s Surface Water Management Plan 
e. Authorization to Execute a Grant Agreement with the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil 

Resources for the Watershed-Based Funding Grants Program 
f. Authorization to Execute a Joint Powers Agreement with Dakota County for the Wetland Health 

Evaluation Program (WHEP) 
g. Approval of the City of Farmington’s Local Surface Water Management Plan 
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December 
Res. No. VRW 18-36: Approval of Consent Agenda 

a. Approval of Agenda 
b. Approval of Minutes from the October 25, 2018, Meeting 
c. Acceptance of Treasurer’s Report 
d. Approval of Dates for 2019 Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Board Meetings 
e. Approval of the City of Hastings’ Watershed Management Plan 
f. Approval of the City of Rosemount’s Surface Water Management Plan 
g. Approval of the Scott County Water Resources Plan 
h. Approval of the City of Hampton Surface Water Management Plan 

 
Res. No. VRW 18-38: Adoption of the Final Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization 2019 
Budget and Watershed Management Tax District Levy  
 
Res. No. VRW 18-39: Adopt the Scope and Schedule for the Ad-Hoc Group Addressing Implementation 
of Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization (VRWJPO) Standards in the Rural Areas of the 
VRWJPO 
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