
Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization 
4100 220th Street West, Suite 103, Farmington, Minnesota 55024 | 952.891.7000 | Fax 952.891.7588 

Agenda 
Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Board Meeting 

August 27, 2020, 1 p.m. 
Teleconference via Zoom  

1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call

3. Audience Comments on Items Not on the Agenda

(please limit audience comments to five minutes)

4. Consent Agenda Action 

a. Approval of Agenda Page 1 

b. Approval of Minutes from the July 23, 2020, Meeting Page 3 

c. Acceptance of Treasurer’s Report Page 8 

d. Approval of Expenses Page 9 

e. Summary of the Vermillion River Monitoring Network 2019 Report Page 10 

f. Summary of Fish Sampling Results from 2019 as Part of the VRWJPO
Biomonitoring Plan

Page 22 

g. Authorization to Execute a Joint Powers Agreement with Scott County to
Support a Cost-share Program for Failing Septic System Replacements

Page 26 

h. Authorization to Amend the VRWJPO 2020 Budget to Increase the
Amount of the Feasibility/Preliminary Studies Budget Category

Page 34 

i. Authorization to Reallocate FY2019-20 Watershed Based
Implementation Funding Budget Between Selected Projects

Page 36 

j. Authorization to Execute Contract with Standard Contracting, Inc. for
Construction of the Records Trail Grade Stabilization Project

Page 38 

5. Business Items

a. Public Hearing and Adoption of Draft VRWJPO 2021 Budget and

Watershed Management Tax District Levy

Action Page 40 

6. Staff Reports

7. Adjourn Action 

*Draft minutes from the August 12, 2020 Watershed Planning Commission Meeting are included at the end of the packet as 
information for the Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Board.

This meeting will take place via teleconference using Zoom as well as in person at the Dakota County 
Extension and Conservation Center located 4100 220th Street West, Farmington, MN.  

Conference Room 1 & 2 at the Dakota County Extension and Conservation Center will be available for 
those wishing to attend or voice comments in-person for the public hearing. Because the Extension and 
Conservation Center remains closed due to COVID-19 and because of guidance from the Minnesota  
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Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization 

4100 220th Street West, Suite 103, Farmington, Minnesota 55024 | 952.891.7000 | Fax 952.891.7588 

 
Department of Health for in-door meetings, advance notice of intent to attend in person is appreciated, 
but not required, for in-person access. Advance notice for in-person attendance can be made via email 
to jennifer.dullum@co.dakota.mn.us.  
 
Masks and social distancing, to comply with Executive Order 20-81 and Minnesota Department of Health 
guidance, will be required. 
 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://dakotacountymn.zoom.us/j/91712820809?pwd=dmJMSHJOTzlqU2c3RG8xYVZ1djdDQT09  
 
Meeting ID: 917 1282 0809 
Passcode: 256953 
One tap mobile 
+16465588656,,91712820809#,,,,,,0#,,256953# US (New York) 
+13126266799,,91712820809#,,,,,,0#,,256953# US (Chicago) 
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 917 1282 0809 
Passcode: 256953 
Find your local number: https://dakotacountymn.zoom.us/u/acPhLUAWpL  
 

 

 
 
 
 

Other Information  
Next Meeting Date: September 24, 2020, at 1 p.m. 

You will be notified if the meeting is cancelled due to an anticipated lack of quorum. 
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Meeting Minutes 
Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Board Meeting 

July 23, 2020, 1 p.m. 
Videoconference via Zoom 

 
Board Members in Attendance 
Dakota County Commissioner Mike Slavik, Chair 
Scott County Commissioner Tom Wolf, Vice Chair  
Dakota County Commissioner Mary Liz Holberg, Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Others in Attendance 
Mark Zabel, Watershed Administrator 
Melissa Bokman Ermer, Watershed Co-administrator 
Helen Brosnahan, Assistant County Attorney 
Paula Liepold, VRWJPO Water Resources Outreach and Communications 
Mark Ryan, VRWJPO Watershed Engineer  
Jen Dullum, VRWJPO Public Outreach and Communications 
 
1. Call to Order 
Meeting was called to order by Commissioner Slavik at 1:00 p.m.   
 
2. Roll Call   
All Board members were in attendance. 
 
3. Audience Comments on Items Not on the Agenda 
There were no comments from the audience. 
 
4. Approval of Consent Agenda 

a. Approval of amended Agenda 
b. Approval of Minutes from the June 25, 2020, meeting 
c. Acceptance of Treasurer’s Report 
d. Approval of Expenses 
e. Schedule a Public Hearing to Receive Comments on the Draft VRWJPO 2021 Budget and Special 

Tax District Levy (moved to Item 5b) 
f. Authorization to Execute a Joint Powers Agreement with the Minnesota Department of Veterans 

Affairs for the Hastings’ Facility Stormwater Reuse Feasibility Study  
g. Authorization to Execute a Joint Powers Agreement with the City of Elko New Market for the 

Restoration of the Webster Wetland 
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Res. No. VRW 20-12: Motion by Commissioner Wolf, Second by Commissioner Holberg, and passed 3-0 
on a roll call vote to approve the consent agenda, as amended.  
 
Mark Zabel noted that a location or teleconference option needs to be determined when setting a date 
for the public hearing on the draft VRWJPO 2021 budget and special tax district levy. The current 
resolution only gives a date and time. Commissioner Slavik asked legal counsel if it is required that the 
resolution specify location. Helen Brosnahan confirmed that the resolution needs to specify location in 
addition to the date and time of the public hearing. Commissioner Holberg suggested the item be pulled 
for discussion.  
 
5. Business Items 
5a.  Future Meetings 
Commissioner Slavik brought three meeting scenarios forward; in-person, teleconference, or a hybrid 
approach with a socially distanced in-person option combined with teleconference and opened the 
discussion.  
 
Commissioner Holberg feels the large room at the Dakota County Extension and Conservation Center 
(Extension Center) would be able to accommodate social distancing. She does not want staff to feel 
pressure to attend in person and suggests that anyone uncomfortable can participate remotely. 
Commissioner Holberg does not foresee a large turnout for August budget meeting and inquired if the 
large conference room is designed for remote videoconferencing. Mark Zabel confirmed that the room 
has the available technology for teleconference.  
 
Commissioner Slavik inquired about the status for opening the Extension Center. There is currently no 
timeline for opening the building. Commissioner Slavik mentioned that the building could be made 
available for meetings with proper procedures in place. Commissioner Wolf suggested continuing with 
teleconference meetings. Commissioner Slavik would be open to either teleconference or in-person 
meetings. He feels individual comfort level should be considered. Commissioner Slavik believes that it is 
easy to hold a teleconference when everything is on consent but more difficult when there is discussion 
and limited camera use. He would like to start meeting in person at some point. Mark Zabel will talk 
with Brian Watson on the Extension Center opening timeline.  
 
Commissioner Holberg believes a public hearing should have public access and asked whether the public 
hearing could be delayed until September. Mark Zabel noted that the draft budget needs to be to the 
County Board by September 15. Helen Brosnahan said a hybrid meeting option would work and 
suggested using the Western Service Center in Apple Valley if the Extension Center is unavailable. Mark 
Zabel noted that the VRWJPO is currently meeting open meeting law requirements but does agree that 
having a meeting location for people to come to, and participate in a safe manner, is preferred versus 
relying entirely on remote electronic meetings. Commissioner Holberg asked if there could be an RSVP 
in the public hearing notice.  Helen Brosnahan noted that is a viable option. The statute is silent on 
providing more than one format. The VRWJPO would be providing more options than required.  
 
Commissioner Slavik, as Chair, will be available at the Extension Center on August 27 for the public 
hearing. Teleconference will also be available. Individuals that join in-person will be able to comment 
live at the meeting. Mark Ryan will be available to attend in-person, if needed. Mark Zabel noted that, in 
the time he has been with the VRWJPO, people have not attended the public hearing on the budget to 
express their comments on the draft budget. Commissioner Slavik mentioned that the 2021 budget has 
no big changes or tax increases. Commissioner Wolf agrees. Commissioner Holberg inquired whether 
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other commissioners can join in-person. Helen Brosnahan responded that the Statute does not prohibit 
more than one commissioner from being present.  As we move forward, the VRWJPO will reevaluate 
teleconference and in-person meetings.   

 
5b.  Schedule a Public Hearing to Receive Comments on the Draft VRWJPO 2021 Budget and Special 
Tax District Levy 
As noted above, the public hearing will be held by both teleconference and in-person at the Dakota 
County Extension and Conservation Center in Farmington, MN at 1:00 p.m. on August 27, 2020.   
 
Res. No. VRW 20-13: Motion by Commissioner Wolf, Second by Commissioner Holberg, and passed 3-0 
on a roll call vote to Schedule a Public Hearing to Receive Comments on the Draft VRWJPO 2021 Budget 
and Special Tax District Levy. 

 
6. Staff Updates 
Mark Ryan informed the Commissioners about the Park Conservation Area streambank stabilization 
project. The contractor has been delayed several times after the river flow came up due to significant 
rainfall events, but the project is progressing with the contractor back on-site this week. Mark noted 
that the Conservation Corps of Minnesota will be working at Bachman’s Wholesale in Farmington on a 
project aimed to keep water cool in the upper reach of the Vermillion River by removing downed trees 
and debris. Mark also mentioned the reallocation of 2019 Watershed Based Implementation Funds that 
were initially allocated to a City of Farmington street project. After the feasibility stage did not produce 
beneficial water quality projects, it was decided to reallocate the funding. Partial funding will likely go to 
the Erickson Park project in Apple Valley and some to the Records Trail ravine stabilization in Ravenna 
Township pending a determination of project costs. There will likely be a Board action on the 
reallocation at the August meeting. 
 
Jen Dullum mentioned that social media activity continues. New infographics directed towards 
homeowners about improving water quality, irrigation efficiency, landscaping, and pollinators have been 
posted weekly on Facebook. There are new learning activities for kids featuring water, wetlands, nature 
bingo, and coloring sheets that will start being published soon. Jen is also working with the city of 
Hastings on Vermillion River tour/hike/games for people to explore the river in Hastings.  
 
Helen Brosnahan noted that a violation of ordinance 50 was filed today for an area within the 
watershed. This is a Dakota County ordinance; however, the specific violation is related to the river.  
 
Melissa Bokman Ermer mentioned that the investigation on bacteria in the headwaters continues. Scott 
County was hoping to use the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District drone for some summertime 
investigation, however, SWCD Board policy does not allow for this type examination. Melissa is talking 
with the Scott County Highway Department to determine whether the use of their drone is a viable 
option. She is hesitant to walk the stretch of stream due to known safety concerns along the stream 
reach. 
 
Paula Liepold informed the Commissioners that the Metro Children’s Water Festival is doing an online 
program to accommodate COVID issues in 2020. There will be live learning stations along with taped 
presentations and classroom work. By going virtual, there will be no need to limit the number of 
students attending. 
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Mark Zabel discussed the proposed 2021 budget, explaining specific increases or decreases. The current 
draft 2021 expenditures are estimated at $2,491,800 with cash reserve estimated at $312,400 bringing 
total annual expenses to $2,804,200. Total annual revenue is still being refined but is estimated at 
$2,804, 200. The budget will be refined for the August presentation and adoption.  
 
Commissioner Slavik ended the meeting by thanking the attendees. He asked for staff reports to be 
added to agenda as a regular item. Lastly, Commissioner Slavik mentioned implementation of new 
controls by the Metropolitan Mosquito Control District for black flies near the City of Hastings. The 
controls were reviewed and approved for use by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources for 
the reaches of the Vermillion River where the black flies are emerging in order to curb the black 
files/biting gnats coming from the Vermillion River in Hastings.  
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Adjourn 
Motion by Commissioner Wolf Second by Commissioner Holberg and passed on a roll call vote 3-0 to 
adjourn the meeting at 1:45 p.m. 
 
Next Meeting Date: August 27, 2020 via teleconference using Zoom as well as in person at the Dakota 
County Extension and Conservation Center at 4100 220th Street West, Farmington, MN.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
Jen Dullum 
Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization 
 
Mark Zabel 
Administrator for the Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization 
 

 
Attest 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________   ____________ 
Commissioner     Secretary/ Treasurer   Date 
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Agenda Item 4c

Budget Amounts Expenses to Date Expenses Pending Account Balance
 

I. Administration & Operations (217002-0000) 233,500.00$                            134,131.97$             18,132.88$                    81,235.15$               

II. Research & Planning (217002-0130) 65,600.00$                              1,723.90$                 356.77$                         63,519.33$               

III. Monitoring & Assessment (217002-0230) 160,600.00$                            23,165.93$               9,578.70$                      127,855.37$             

IV. Public Communications & Outreach (217002-0330) 212,050.00$                            58,425.08$               29,014.39$                    124,610.53$             

V. Regulation (217002-0530) 65,900.00$                              16,568.87$               3,123.81$                      46,207.32$               

VI. Coordination & Collaboration (217002-0531) 20,000.00$                              9,754.27$                 3,372.42$                      6,873.31$                 

VIII. Feasibilty/Preliminary Studies (217002-0631) 120,000.00$                            94,107.48$               31,321.48$                    (5,428.96)$                

X. Capital Improvement Projects (217092-0130) 504,300.00$                            71,402.22$               24,134.95$                    408,762.83$             

XI. Met Council Grant (217002-0832) -$                                        1,300.00$                 -$                               (1,300.00)$                

XII. CWF Grant - Alimagnet (217002-0836) 6,060.00$                                6,053.71$                 -$                               6.29$                        

XIII. CWF Grant - County Road 50 (217002-0837) -$                                        -$                          -$                               -$                          

XIV. CWF Grant - South Branch (217002-0838) 80,000.00$                              3,487.90$                 38.30$                           76,473.80$               

XV. CWF Grant - Lakeville (217002-0839) -$                                        -$                          -$                               -$                          

XVI. CWF Grant - South Creek (217002-0840) -$                                        -$                          -$                               -$                          

XVII. CWF Grant - Erickson Park St (217002-0841) 130,000.00$                            -$                          -$                               130,000.00$             

XVIII. CWF Grant - Farmington Street (217002-0842) 99,300.00$                              -$                          -$                               99,300.00$               

XIX. CWF Grant - Aronson Park Storm (217002-0843) 100,100.00$                            -$                          -$                               100,100.00$             

XX. CWF Grant - Webster Wetland (217002-0844) 67,000.00$                              -$                          -$                               67,000.00$               

XXI. CWF Grant - Technical Assistance (217002-0845) 19,500.00$                              -$                          -$                               19,500.00$               

XXII. CWF Grant - Imminet Health T (217002-0846) 8,000.00$                                -$                          -$                               8,000.00$                 

XXIII. CPL Grant - South Creek at Hamburg (217002-0847) 26,000.00$                              318.78$                    -$                               25,681.22$               

XXIX. FY2019 - Watershed  Funding Grant (217002-0848) 5,000.00$                                954.78$                    393.82$                         3,651.40$                 

XXX. CWF Grant - Records Trail/Grade (217002-0849) 40,000.00$                              -$                          -$                               40,000.00$               

XXXI. CWF Grant - 21st Street Ravine Outlet (217002-0850) 147,600.00$                            -$                          -$                               147,600.00$             

XXXII. CWF Grant - Vermillion Falls Bio (217002-0851) 37,000.00$                              -$                          -$                               37,000.00$               

XXXIII. CWF Grant - Middle Creak Restoration (217002-0852) 430,000.00$                            701.74$                    350.87$                         428,947.39$             

VRW JPO Revised Budget Expense TOTAL 2,577,510.00$                         421,394.89$             119,818.39$                  2,035,594.98$          

Budget Funding Sources
Scott County Levy 34,000.00$                             
Dakota County Levy 966,000.00$                           
Expected 2019 Carryover (Fund Balance) 569,240.00$                           
Special Use Permit 2,500.00$                               
2019 CWF Grants (BWSR) 440,000.00$                           
2019 CWF Grant 1W1P (BWSR) 159,400.00$                           
CPL Grant South Creek at Hamburg 25,000.00$                             
Met Council Grant -$                                        
Expected CIP 549,660.00$                           
Investment Earnings 20,000.00$                             

2,765,800.00$                         

2020 Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization

Treasurer's Report
August 27, 2020 - Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Board Meeting
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Date: August 27, 2020 Agenda Item 4d
To: Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Board

From: Staff

Subject: Joint Powers Organization Expenses

Invoice Vendor Amount

July 2020 Staff Time  $ 44,763.49 

July Dakota County Legal  $ 1,596.84 

IN26108 Scott County  $ 1,592.47 

3011 Dakota County Soil and Water Conservation District  $ 69,972.80 

20-1202-16 144Design  $ 95.00 

002716 Applied Ecological  $ 966.79 

00201-0028-10 Emmons and Olivier  $ 831.00 

Total expense as approved on August 27, 2020 119,818.39$  

Action Requested:  Approve all above expenses as presented on August 27, 2020

4100 220th St. W., Suite 103, Farmington, MN  55024

Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization

Expenses from the invoices submitted between June 17, 2020 and July 14, 2020 totalled $50,317.98

The invoices submitted between July 15, 2020 and August 18, 2020 are listed below:
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VERMILLION RIVER WATERSHED JOINT POWERS BOARD INFORMATION 
  

4e. Summary of the Vermillion River Monitoring Network 2019 Report 
 

Meeting Date: 8/27/2020 
Item Type: Consent-Information 
Contact: Lindsey Albright 
Telephone: 651-480-7783 
Prepared by: Jen Dullum 
Reviewed by: N/A N/A  

 
PURPOSE/ACTION REQUESTED 
 

• Summary of the Vermillion River Monitoring Network 2019 Report 
 
SUMMARY 
The Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization (VRWJPO) contracts with Dakota County Soil and 
Water Conservation District (SWCD) and Scott SWCD to conduct water-quality sampling for the Vermillion River 
Monitoring Network. The SWCD completed analysis of the data and prepared the Vermillion River Monitoring 
Network 2019 Report. A summary of the annual report’s major trends and conclusions is attached.   
 
EXPLANATION OF FISCAL/FTE IMPACT 
No fiscal impact. 
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Supporting Documents: Previous Board Action(s): 
Attachment A: Vermillion River Monitoring Network 2019 Report 
 

  -    ;       
 

RESOLUTION 

4e. Summary of the Vermillion River Monitoring Network 2019 Report 
 

 
Information item only. 
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Vermillion River 
Monitoring Network 

  2019 Monitoring Summary 

Prepared for the Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization 
by the Dakota County Soil and Water Conservation District 

Attachment A
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Monitoring Summary 

The Vermillion River Monitoring Network was created to assess water quality and quantity in the 
Vermillion River Watershed. Monitoring staff with Dakota County Soil and Water Conservation District 
and Scott Soil and Water Conservation District visit eight locations on a biweekly basis from snowmelt 
(mid-March) through November 1 (Figure 1). Monitoring activities include sample collection, continuous 
temperature and water level data downloads, biological monitoring, and equipment maintenance.  
 
The data collected though this effort include a combination of chemical, physical, and biological 
parameters and assessments that enable local agencies such as the Vermillion River Watershed Joint 
Powers Organization (VRWJPO) to better understand the health of the stream and implement 
appropriate management strategies throughout the watershed.  
 
2019 was a unique year in the Vermillion River watershed. Large and frequent rain events that occurred 
throughout the monitoring season resulted in most sampling events being collected under runoff 
conditions. Analysis shows that many of the water monitoring parameters are meeting state water 
quality standards and indicate a generally healthy condition in the Vermillion River and its tributaries.  

Chemistry 
 
Nitrate (NO3; a form of nitrogen) levels were quite low, except at the one station on the South Branch 
Vermillion River (Figure 2). The South Branch station (SB802) has a significant nitrate load compared to 
others in the network. High levels of nitrate in drinking water pose a human health risk and are likely 
related to the soils, artificial drainage, and agricultural land use that is predominant in the South Branch 
Vermillion River subwatershed. Monitoring locations downstream of the confluence with South Branch 
have elevated nitrate levels in comparison to sites higher in the watershed. 
 
The other primary nutrient monitored in the watershed is 
phosphorus, an essential life element for plants. Excess 
phosphorus can lead to eutrophication and increased algae 
growth in the river. Phosphorus levels at VR24 (highest upstream 
monitoring location) shows the highest degree of variability, 
though the median level is below the state standard (Figure 3). All 
other sites are at an acceptable level (below the state standard). 
Elevated concentrations were recorded during runoff and 
snowmelt events at all monitoring events throughout the season. 
 
Low dissolved oxygen concentrations following runoff events 
were common at several sites (Figure 4). The median dissolved 
oxygen levels met the standard for both 2A and 2B stream sites 
during baseflow conditions. NC801 had the lowest recorded 
levels during baseflow, with the median level just above the 
standard. Median levels at the two sites on North Creek were 
below the standard during runoff sampling; individual event 
violations also occurred at several sites during runoff conditions. 
 

  

NC801 

NC808 
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High levels of total suspended solids (contributing to turbid, cloudy, water) following runoff events were 
also common at several sites (Figure 5). In conversation with Minnesota Pollution Control Agency staff, it 
was determined that the 2B warmwater sites in the Vermillion River watershed should be assessed using 
the Central River Nutrient Region total suspended solids standard (30 mg/L) instead of the South River 
Nutrient Region standard (65 mg/L) as was previously done. Sample medians were at or below (meeting) 
the state standard at all stations, except for two Vermillion River mainstem sites higher in the 
watershed, during baseflow conditions. Standard exceedances occurred during runoff conditions at all 
monitoring water sites and four of the eight sites had exceedances during snowmelt efforts. 
 

 
Temperature 
 
The Vermillion River watershed includes stream reaches with both coldwater and warmwater use 
designations meaning that temperature standards are applied to the middle watershed (coldwater), but 
are not applicable to the reaches in the upper and lower parts of the watershed (warmwater). The 
coldwater reaches of the Vermillion River and its tributaries are home to a self-sustaining brown trout 
population, so there is great interest in reducing or maintaining water temperatures suitable for a 
healthy brown trout fishery.  
 
Continuous temperature data, measured in 15-minute intervals, has been collected annually starting in 
2005 for many of the sentinel monitoring stations in the Vermillion River monitoring network. The long-
term data record shows that water temperatures are highest at the mainstem monitoring locations, 
though elevated levels at the tributary sites occur on occasion (Figure 6). During July in particular, 
median stream temperatures approach or exceed the chronic exposure limit of 20°C for brown trout. 
 
Biological and Habitat Assessments 
 
The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) developed biological indices to evaluate the health of 
the macroinvertebrate community in the Vermillion River. In 2019, five sites were monitored in various 
parts of the watershed. Findings varied as three sites scored as “likely to not be impaired” and the other 
two were scored as “likely to be considered impaired” (Figure 7). High water levels may have influenced 
the macroinvertebrate index of biological integrity (MIBI) score at least one of the monitoring sites.  
 
Habitat assessments were completed using the MPCA’s Minnesota Stream Habitat Assessment protocol 
to further evaluate and understand the biological integrity of stream reaches. Of the sites monitored in 
2019, four sites had a ‘fair’ score and one sites scored ‘good’ (Figure 8). Three of the sites in the ‘fair’ 
category (A15, 13-1, 14-1) showed positive changes in channel morphology (depth variability, water 
velocity, degree of meander) and riparian area (vegetated area adjacent to the steam), whereas the 
other site showed a decrease in the quality of the channel morphology (A12). 
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Bacteria Sampling 
 
Some parameters have been measured at undesirable levels. Escherichia coli (E. coli) bacteria levels are 
high in many streams of southeast Minnesota, and the Vermillion River and its tributaries are no 
exception. Monitoring results in 2019 show numerous low-level exceedances during the season at all of 
the sites in the network and the geometric mean at each site showed a much higher degree of variability 
than has been seen in previous years. 
 
E. coli levels at VR24 continue to be higher than samples collected at other monitoring sites within the 
watershed. In 2019, the geometric mean for E. coli samples at VR24 was twelve times more than the 
standard, whereas other sites were between two to nine times higher than the standard (in 2018, other 
sites had levels that were two to three times higher). Monitoring results also found that E. coli levels 
increased at all other monitoring sites in comparison to levels in 2018 (Figure 9).  

Agency Monitoring 
                
The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) continues its monitoring effort in response to 
potential impacts to the quantity of water within the Vermillion River from groundwater withdrawals via 
appropriations. The DNR maintains responsibility for twelve stream gaging stations within the 
watershed as part of this effort. The VRWJPO contracts annually DNR hydrologists for assistance with 
maintenance, rating-curve development, and data analysis and compilation at these stations. 

 
The VRWJPO provides cost share for the operation of the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) Blaine Avenue 
gaging station, which has the longest continuous record of flow in the watershed. Real-time stage and 
flow data is available from the USGS station. This information can be accessed at 
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/usa/nwis/uv?site_no=05345000.  

 
Continuous temperature monitoring was conducted at the eight stream gaging stations the DCSWCD, 
Scott SWCD, and DNR operate, as well as at the Metropolitan Council’s Watershed Outlet Monitoring 
Program (WOMP) station in Hastings.   
 
Conclusion 
 
The Vermillion River Monitoring Network is valuable in that the watershed can be assessed on its 
physical, chemical, and biological characteristics, and that information is then used to make informed 
management decisions. Restoring in stream and riparian 
habitat, reducing nutrients and suspended materials in the 
stream, and minimizing temperature peaks, among other 
possible conservation strategies, will have a cascading positive 
effect on the overall health of the river. It is important to 
consider physical parameters such as temperature, which 
plays an essential role particularly in cold water streams. 
Water quantity and flow patterns have a significant impact on 
aquatic communities, with too much or too little causing 
stress. An effective management strategy would be one which 
integrates both the quality and quantity aspects of the 
Vermillion River.
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Appendix 

 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1. Vermillion River Monitoring Network (VRMN) chemistry and flow monitoring stations. 
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Appendix 

 
Figure 2. Nitrate nitrogen for each station, categorized by sample type, for 2019. Blue dashed line 
represents the domestic consumption state standard (≤10 mg/L).  
 

 
Figure 3. Total phosphorus (TP) for each station, categorized by sample type, for 2019. Blue dashed 
line represents the state standard for total phosphorus, ≤ 0.15 mg/L. 
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Appendix 

 
Figure 4. Dissolved oxygen for each station, categorized by sample type, for 2019. Dashed blue lines 
indicate standards with 7.0 mg/L (2A streams) and 5.0 mg/L (2B streams) as acceptable daily minimums. 
 

 
Figure 5. Total suspended solids categorized by sample type for 2019. Blue dashed line represents the 
state standard for cold 2A (≤10 mg/L) and warm 2B (≤30 mg/L) waters.  
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Appendix 

SC806 VR804 
2011 – 2018, 2019 2005 - 2019 

  
Figure 6. Continuous temperature data for SC806 and VR804 (coldwater stream sites) during the 
summer months from 2005-2019 (when available). Temperature ranges apply to adult Brown Trout. 
Optimal <18°C, tolerance 18-20°C, resistance 20-22°C, and complete mortality at 25°C. 
 
 

 
Figure 7. Macroinvertebrate Index of Biological Integrity (MIBI) score by region. Number of samples 
collected from 2009-2019 is shown in parenthesis (see Appendix for more details). The impairment 
threshold is indicated by a dashed blue line. Sites with scores above the threshold value (green area), 
are likely not to be considered ‘impaired’. Sites with scores below the threshold value (red area), are 
likely to be considered ‘impaired’. Sites monitored in 2019 have a grey circle indicating the MIBI score. 
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Appendix 

 
Figure 8. Habitat assessment scores for biomonitoring stations. Habitat scores for 2019 are indicated 
by grey circle. Dashed blue lines indicate limits for Good (≥66), Fair (45-65), and Poor (≤44) categories. 
Number of samples collected from 2009-2019 is shown in parenthesis (see Appendix for more details).  
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Figure 9. Annual geometric mean of Escherichia coli (E. coli) bacteria for all stations by year. MPN 
stands for most probable number of organisms. Black dashed line indicates the 30-day geometric mean 
standard (for data collected April through October) of ≤126 MPN/100 mL. Bars represent total annual 
precipitation for each year. Gray dotted line indicates the 30 year (1989-2018) total annual average 
precipitation at the Minneapolis – St. Paul airport weather station of 31 inches.  
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VERMILLION RIVER WATERSHED JOINT POWERS BOARD INFORMATION 
  

4f. Summary of Fish Sampling Results from 2019 as Part of the VRWJPO Biomonitoring Plan 
 

Meeting Date: 8/27/2020 
Item Type: Consent-Information 
Contact: Travis Thiel 
Telephone: 952-891-7546 
Prepared by: Jen Dullum 
Reviewed by: N/A N/A  

 
PURPOSE/ACTION REQUESTED 
 

• Summary of Fish Sampling Results from 2019 as Part of the VRWJPO Biomonitoring Plan 
 

SUMMARY 
The Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization (VRWJPO) contracts with Wenck Associates to conduct 
biomonitoring sampling in the Vermillion River Watershed. Wenck completed analysis of the data. A summary of 
the major findings is attached.   
 
EXPLANATION OF FISCAL/FTE IMPACT 
No fiscal impact. 
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Supporting Documents: Previous Board Action(s): 
Attachment A: Fish Monitoring 2019 Summary Fact Sheet 
 

  -    ;       
 

RESOLUTION 

4f. Summary of Fish Sampling Results from 2019 as Part of the VRWJPO Biomonitoring Plan 
 

 
Information item only. 
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Fish Monitoring 2019 Summary
Site Stream Classification MPCA IBI Category Sample Years Avg IBI Min Max 2019 IBI IBI Threshold 

A12 Coldwater Southern Coldwater 9 44.1 37.6 53.5 37.6 50 
A15 Warmwater Southern Headwater 5 74.0 71.0 75.7 75.7 55 
13-1 Coldwater Southern Coldwater 5 39.2 34.0 45.0 40.5 50 
14-1 Warmwater Southern Headwater 4 53.9 43.0 60.0 55.9 55 

 IBI score summary for 2019 fish community monitoring sites. 

Major Findings 
• Six sites were planned to be sampled in 2019, but flows were too high to safely and effectively sample two of the six sites.  Those two sites are planned to be sampled in 2020.
• Southern Headwaters Streams (A15 and 14-1)

o Though the sites are not far from each other geographically, the scores are quite different.
o Site 14-1 had over 12 times the amount of fish sampled compared to A15.  Since some individual IBI metrics are based on percentage of individuals, variability in the amount of some species captured at A15 can influence

the score more easily, both positively or negatively.
• Coldwater Streams (A12 and 13-1)

o Site A12 had the lowest score for the nine years of data, and Site 13-1 was near average for the five years of data.
o Site A12 had presence of a two (pollutant) tolerant individuals, pioneer individuals (early colonizing species), and detritivores (feed on dead/decaying vegetation), which decreased the overall score.
o No brown trout were caught at site 13-1.  Brown trout have never been sampled at this site, indicating either biotic stressors in the system or incorrect classification of this reach as coldwater stream by the State of

Minnesota.

Attachment A
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VERMILLION RIVER WATERSHED JOINT POWERS BOARD REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION 
  

4g. Authorization to Execute a Joint Powers Agreement Scott County to Support a Cost-Share Program for 
Failing Septic System Replacements 

Meeting Date: 8/27/2020 
Item Type: Consent-Action 
Contact: Melissa Bokman-Ermer 
Telephone: 952-496-8887 
Prepared by: Mark Zabel 
Reviewed by: N/A N/A  

 
PURPOSE/ACTION REQUESTED 
 

• Authorization to execute a Joint Powers Agreement with Scott County to support a cost-share program for 
failing septic system replacements 
 

SUMMARY 
The Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization (VRWJPO) staff request execution of a Joint Powers 
Agreement (JPA) with Scott County to provide funds from the 2019 Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) 
Watershed Based Implementation Fund (WBIF) Grant for completion of replacements of up to two imminent 
health threat failing septic systems in the headwaters area of the Vermillion River Watershed. 
 
Regular water quality monitoring within the headwaters area (site V24) has shown high levels of E.coli bacteria 
with a trend toward increases in colony counts in recent samples. Subsequent investigation, including sampling 
and analysis for DNA markers, show humans as a source. 
 
The VRWJPO included a program for replacing septic systems in the Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) 
approved Work Plan for the 2018 Watershed Based Implementation Funding grant obtained by VRWJPO. 
 
Funds from the WBIF Grant will provide up to $8,000 for replacement of at least two failing septic systems at a 
cost-share of up to $4,000 each. Landowners will provide local match of up to $400 to the cost of replacement of 
a failing septic system (10% grant match) and will be responsible for any additional costs above $4,400 in total 
project costs. 
 
The project will be led by the Scott County with all project technical assistance, oversight, and quality assurance 
provided by the Scott County staff. 
 
VRWJPO staff recommend executing a JPA with Scott County to provide WBIF Grant funds in an amount not to 
exceed $8,000 as reimbursement for costs incurred to replace failing septic systems in the headwaters area of the 
Vermillion River Watershed. 
 
EXPLANATION OF FISCAL/FTE IMPACT 
The VRWJPO will provide WBIF Grant funds in an amount not to exceed $8,000 to the Scott County as 
reimbursement for cost incurred to restore failing septic systems in the headwaters area of the Vermillion River 
Watershed.   
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Supporting Documents: Previous Board Action(s): 
Attachment A: Draft JPA with Scott County for Imminent Health Threat Septic 
System Upgrades 
 

 
 

RESOLUTION 

4g. Authorization to Execute a Joint Powers Agreement with Scott County to Support a Cost-Share Program for 
Failing Septic System Replacements    

 
WHEREAS, assisting projects to improve water resources that have problems that are urgent and pose potential 
health risks is a strategy identified in the Vermillion River Watershed Restoration and Protection Strategy 
(WRAPS); and 

 

WHEREAS, regular water quality monitoring within the headwaters area (site V24) has shown high levels of E.coli 
bacteria with a trend toward increases in colony counts in recent samples; and 

 

WHEREAS, Subsequent investigation, including sampling and analysis for DNA markers, show humans as a source; 
and 

 

WHEREAS, the Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization has agreed to allocate up to eight thousand 
dollars and no cents ($8,000.00) of Clean Water Fund Watershed Based Implementation Funding grant dollars to 
replace or upgrade imminent health threat failing septic systems in the headwaters area in Scott County; and 

 

WHEREAS, the landowners will provide up to $400 per system in local match; and 

 

WHEREAS, the project will be led by the Scott County with all project technical assistance, oversight, and quality 
assurance provided by the Scott County staff. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Board authorizes its chair 
to execute a Joint Powers Agreement with Scott County in an amount not to exceed $8,000 for reimbursement of 
costs as cost-share in the replacement or upgrade of at least two imminent health threat failing septic systems in 
the headwaters area of the Vermillion River Watershed; subject to approval as to form by the Dakota County 
Attorney’s Office. 
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JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT  
BETWEEN THE VERMILLION RIVER WATERSHED JOINT POWERS ORGANIZATION 

AND 
SCOTT COUNTY 

FOR IMMINENT HEALTH THREAT SEPTIC SYSTEM UPGRADES 

THIS AGREEMENT is made by and between the County of Scott, a body politic and corporate 
under the laws of the State of Minnesota, hereinafter referred to as the “County” and the Vermillion 
River Watershed Joint Powers Organization, a watershed management body consisting of Dakota and 
Scott Counties, hereinafter referred to as “VRWJPO”.  

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 471.59 authorizes local governmental units to jointly or cooperatively 
exercise any power common to the contracting parties; and 

WHEREAS, VRWJPO is a watershed management body consisting of Dakota and Scott 
Counties governed by the Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Board (VRWJPB) and is charged 
with carrying out the duties set forth in Minn. Stat. § 103B.211 to 103B.255 and as otherwise provided 
by law; and 

WHEREAS, Vermillion River is an impaired water beginning in New Market Township in Scott 
County, hereinafter referred to as the “River”; and 

WHEREAS, E. Coli water quality sampling indicates human DNA present in the upper reach of 
the River; 

WHEREAS, failing septic systems contribute bacteria to the River and are a source of 
impairment; and 

WHEREAS, assisting projects to improve water resources that have problems that are urgent and 
pose potential health risks, is an approved action under Goal A: Protect or Restore Water Quality in 
Lakes, Streams, and Wetlands, identified in the Vermillion River Watershed Management Plan to aid 
in restoring the River; and 

WHEREAS, a program for replacing septic systems (hereinafter “Program”) is included in the 
Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) approved Work Plan for the 2018 Watershed Based 
Implementation Funding grant obtained by VRWJPO, (hereinafter referred to as the “Grant)”; and 

WHEREAS, the VRWJPO has agreed to allocate up to eight thousand dollars and no cents 
($8,000.00) of the Grant to supplement the cost of two imminent health threat failing septic systems 
(hereinafter “Systems”) in the River headwaters area within the County; and 

WHEREAS, replacing the Systems is work that would be permitted and inspected by the 
County; and 

WHEREAS, the Grant has a match requirement equal to ten percent (10%) of the amount of 
Grant monies received; and 

Attachment A
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NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises and benefits that the County and 
the VRWJPO shall derive from this Agreement, the VRWJPO and the County hereby enter into this 
Agreement for the purposes stated herein.  
 

ARTICLE 1 
PARTIES  

 
The parties to this Agreement are the VRWJPO and the County.   
 

ARTICLE 2 
PURPOSE 

 
The purpose of this Agreement is to define Project responsibilities and reimbursement obligations of 
the parties. 

 
ARTICLE 3 

TERM 
 
This Agreement shall be effective the date of the signatures of the parties to this Agreement and shall 
remain in effect until December 31, 2021, or until completion by the parties of their respective 
obligations under this Agreement, whichever occurs first, unless earlier terminated by law or according 
to the provisions of this Agreement.    

 
ARTICLE 4 

COOPERATION 
 

The VRWJPO and County agree to cooperate and use their reasonable efforts to ensure prompt 
implementation of the various provisions of this Agreement and to, in good faith, undertake resolution 
of any dispute in an equitable and timely manner. 

 
ARTICLE 5 
PROJECT 

 
5.1 Under the Program and Grant, up to two failing septic systems identified by County as needing 
replacement may receive reimbursement of up to $4,000 each for costs associated with replacement.  
County will identify eligible landowners and work with them to formulate a replacement plan, apply for 
County program loans where appropriate, and apply for the Grant under the Program. 
   
5.2 As part of the duties under the Grant, landowners will be required to administer the contract(s) 
for work and act as the paying agent for all payments to contractor(s) performing work on the projects.  
 
5.3 The Grant will reimburse Program-related activities up to Four Thousand Dollars and No Cents 
($4,000.00) per System and up to Eight Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($8,000.00) total.   

 
5.4 The Grant has a Ten percent (10%) match requirement to the amount of Grant monies received. 
The landowners shall be responsible for the match amount due related to the Program up to a total 
maximum Grant match amount of Four Hundred Dollars and No Cents ($400.00) per System.     
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5.5 The landowner shall be responsible for any costs for the System beyond any grant dollars 
received.  
 
5.6 Upon work being completed on the System, the landowner may submit proof of its paid 
contractor invoice to County. The County will forward the invoice to the VRWJPO and will facilitate 
obtaining any additional documentation needed by the VRWJPO to verify compliance with Grant or 
Program requirements. 
 
5.7  The VRWJPO shall remit payment to the County within forty-five (45) days of receipt of an 
invoice. 
 
5.8 The VRWJPO may refuse to pay claims not specifically authorized by this Agreement or the 
Grant.  Payment of a claim shall not preclude the VRWJPO from questioning the propriety of the claim. 
The VRWJPO reserves the right to be repaid for any overpayment or disallowed claim. 
 

ARTICLE 6 
PARTY OBLIGATIONS 

 
6.1 Authorized Purpose.  The funds provided under the terms of this Agreement may only be used 
for the payment of costs directly related to the implementation of the Grant approved Program.   
 
6.2 Contract for Services. The landowner shall hire a Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
licensed contractor under Minn. R. Ch. 7083 to complete the design and installation of the System.   
 
6.3 Construction and Design Failures. The Subsurface Sewage Treatment System design, soil 
observations, installation and management plan must meet Minn. R. Ch. 7080 - 7083 and the Scott 
County SSTS Ordinance No. 4. 
 
6.4 Access to Premises.  The landowners must agree to allow access at reasonable times to the real 
property where the System will be located to inspect the System. 
 
6.5 Operation and Maintenance. The landowner must agree to be responsible for the ongoing 
maintenance of the new septic system for a minimum of twenty-five (25) years in accordance with the 
BWSR Grant agreement. 

 
6.6 Compliance with Laws/Standards. The parties shall abide by all federal, state, or local laws, 
statutes, ordinances, rules, and regulations in constructing the system. 
 
6.7 Publicity. The parties may take and disclose photographs of System sites for use in 
publications or promotional material or on its website to highlight the VRWJPO’s or the County’s 
programs. Each party shall appropriately acknowledge the funding provided by the other party in any 
promotional materials, signage, reports, publications, notices, and presentations related to the Program. 
This section shall survive the expiration or termination of this Agreement. 
 
6.8  Reporting.  The County will complete the state-required reporting in eLink for the Program 
within Scott County in the Work Plan agreement. 
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ARTICLE 7 
INDEMNIFICATION 

 
Each party to this Agreement shall be liable for the acts of its officers, employees or agents and the 
results thereof to the extent authorized by law and shall not be responsible for the acts of the other 
party, its officers, employees or agents. The provisions of the Municipal Tort Claims Act, Minn. Stat. 
Ch. 466 and other applicable laws govern liability of the VRWJPO and the County. Each party 
warrants that they are able to comply with the aforementioned indemnity requirements through an 
insurance or self-insurance program and that each has minimum coverage consistent with liability 
limits contained in Minn. Stat. Ch. 466. In the event of any claims or actions filed against either party, 
nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to allow a claimant to obtain separate judgments or 
separate liability caps from the individual parties. This section shall survive the expiration or 
termination of this Agreement. 

 
ARTICLE 8 

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVES AND LIAISONS 
 

8.1 Authorized Representatives. The following named persons are designated the authorized 
representatives of the parties for purposes of this Agreement. These persons have authority to bind the 
party they represent and to consent to modifications, except that the authorized representative shall 
have only the authority specifically or generally granted by their respective governing boards. Notice 
required to be provided pursuant to this Agreement shall be provided to the following named persons 
and addresses unless otherwise stated in this Agreement, or in a modification of this Agreement: 

 
TO THE VRWJPO: Mike Slavik or successor, Chair 

      Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization 
      14955 Galaxie Avenue 
      Apple Valley, MN 55124 
      Telephone:  (952) 891-7030 

 
  TO THE COUNTY: Vanessa Strong, Water Resources Supervisor or successor 
     Scott County Environmental Services 
     200 Fourth Avenue West 
     Shakopee, MN  55379     
     Telephone:  (952) 496-8345 
 

8.2 Liaisons. To assist the parties in the day-to-day performance of this Agreement and to ensure 
compliance and provide ongoing consultation, a liaison shall be designated by the VRWJPO and the 
County. The VRWJPO and the County shall keep each other continually informed, in writing, of any 
change in the designated liaison. At the time of execution of this Agreement, the following persons are 
the designated liaisons:   

    VRWJPO Liaison: Travis Thiel 
       Sr. Environmental Specialist 
       Telephone: (952) 891-7546 
       Email: travis.thiel@co.dakota.mn.us 
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        County Liaison: Melissa Bokman Ermer 
       VRWJPO Co-Administrator, Scott County 
       Telephone: (952) 496-8887 

        Email: mbokman@co.scott.mn.us 

ARTICLE 9 
MODIFICATIONS 

 
Any alterations, variations, modifications, or waivers of the provisions of this Agreement shall only be 
valid when they have been reduced to writing, approved by the parties’ respective Boards, or as 
delegated by the parties’ respective Boards, and signed by the Authorized Representatives, or 
delegated authority, of the VRWJPO and the County.   

 
ARTICLE 10 

TERMINATION 
 
10.1 Termination by County for Lack of Funding. Notwithstanding any provision of this 
Agreement to the contrary, the VRWJPO may immediately terminate this Agreement if it does not 
obtain funding from the Minnesota Legislature, Minnesota Agencies, or other funding sources, or if 
it’s funding cannot be continued at a level sufficient to allow payment of the amounts due under this 
Agreement.  
 
10.2    PROPERTY SETTLEMENT.  Upon any termination, ownership and title to property, goods 
and materials purchased with funds under this agreement shall remain with the landowner receiving the 
reimbursement. 

 
ARTICLE 11 

MINNESOTA LAW TO GOVERN 
  

This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the substantive and procedural 
laws of the State of Minnesota, without giving effect to the principles of conflict of laws. All 
proceedings related to this Agreement shall be venued in the County of Scott, State of Minnesota. This 
section shall survive the expiration or termination of this Agreement. 

 
ARTICLE 12 

MERGER 
 

This Agreement is the final expression of the agreement of the parties and the complete and exclusive 
statement of the terms agreed upon and shall supersede all prior negotiations, understandings, or 
agreements. 

 
ARTICLE 13 

SEVERABILITY 
 

The provisions of this Agreement shall be deemed severable. If any part of this Agreement is rendered 
void, invalid, or unenforceable, such rendering shall not affect the validity and enforceability of the 
remainder of this Agreement unless the part or parts that are void, invalid or otherwise unenforceable 
shall substantially impair the value of the entire Agreement with respect to either party. 
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ARTICLE 14 
GOVERNMENT DATA PRACTICES 

 
The County and the VRWJPO must comply with the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, 
Minn. Stat. Ch. 13, as it applies to all data provided, created, collected, received, stored, used, 
maintained, or disseminated under this Agreement. The civil remedies of Minn. Stat. § 13.08 apply to 
the release of the data referred to in this clause by either the County or the VRWJPO.  

 
ARTICLE 15 

FORCE MAJEURE 
 
Neither party shall be liable to the other party for any loss or damage resulting from a delay or failure 
to perform due to unforeseeable acts or events outside the defaulting party’s reasonable control, 
providing the defaulting party gives notice to the other party as soon as possible. Acts and events may 
include acts of God, acts of terrorism, war, fire, flood, epidemic, acts of civil or military authority, and 
natural disasters. 
 

ARTICLE 16 
ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES 

 
Each party agrees that the electronic signatures of the parties included in this Contract are intended to 
authenticate this writing and to have the same force and effect as wet ink signatures.   

 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this agreement to be duly executed 
intending to be bound thereby.   
 
COUNTY OF SCOTT  VERMILLION RIVER WATERSHED 
 
 
by_______________________________ by________________________________  
 David Beer  Mike Slavik 
 Chairman of the Board   Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Board,  
     Chair 
Date_____________________________ Date______________________________  
 
 
by______________________________ Approved as to form: 
      Lezlie Vermillion 
      Scott County Administrator /s/ Helen R. Brosnahan 8/12/20  
Date____________________________ Helen R. Brosnahan  Date 
   Assistant Dakota County Attorney  
 
Approved as to form:  
 
_____________________________  
Jeanne Andersen                Date 
Assistant Scott County Attorney 
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VERMILLION RIVER WATERSHED JOINT POWERS BOARD REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION 
  

4h. Authorization to Amend the VRWJPO 2020 Budget to Increase the Amount of the Feasibility/Preliminary 
Studies Budget Category 

Meeting Date: 8/27/2020 
Item Type: Consent-Action 
Contact: Mark Zabel 
Telephone: 952-891-7011 
Prepared by: Travis Thiel 
Reviewed by: N/A N/A  

 
PURPOSE/ACTION REQUESTED 
 

• Authorization to amend the VRWJPO 2020 Budget to increase the amount of the Feasibility/Preliminary 
Studies Budget category 
 

SUMMARY  
The VRWJPO 2020 Budget currently has $120,000 in its Feasibility/Preliminary Studies Budget category.  VRWJPO 
staff are requesting the Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Board (JPB) amend the VRWJPO Budget to 
increase the amount in the Feasibility/Preliminary Studies Budget category by $80,000, for a budgeted total of 
$200,000.   
 
Currently, portions of staff time as well as existing contracts for irrigation audits and the Vermillion River Park 
Conservation Area stream restoration engineering and construction oversight are being paid by the 
Feasibility/Preliminary Studies Budget category.  Staff have recently identified two additional projects that require 
funding from the Feasibility/Preliminary Studies Budget category; a feasibility study for a stormwater reuse 
project at the Department of Veterans Affairs Hastings’ Facility and a concept design for a North Creek channel 
Improvement project.   
 
EXPLANATION OF FISCAL/FTE IMPACT 
Staff has identified an $80,000 increase in the Feasibility/Preliminary Studies category of the VRWJPO 2020 
Budget as sufficient to cover staff time and existing and upcoming contracts.  The increase would be paid for by 
shifting $80,000 of cash reserve to the Feasibility/Preliminary Studies budget category.  This would result in a 
decrease of cash reserve from $188,290 to $108,290. 
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Supporting Documents: Previous Board Action(s): 
 
 

  -    ;       
 

 
RESOLUTION 

4h. Authorization to Amend the VRWJPO 2020 Budget to Increase the Amount of the Feasibility/Preliminary 
Studies Budget Category 

 
WHEREAS, the Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization has adopted its 2020 Budget to implement 
VRWJPO activities; and 
 
WHEREAS, an additional $80,000 has been identified as needed in 2020 to fund staff time, current contracts, and 
upcoming contracts; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Board has reviewed staff’s request to shift $80,000 from 
cash reserve to the Feasibility/Preliminary Studies category of the VRWJPO 2020 Budget; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Board hereby authorizes 
amending the VRWJPO 2020 Budget to shift $80,000 of cash reserve to the Feasibility/Preliminary studies 
category.  
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VERMILLION RIVER WATERSHED JOINT POWERS BOARD REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION 
  

4i. Authorization to Reallocate FY2019-20 Watershed Based Implementation Funding Budget Between Selected 
Projects 

 

Meeting Date: 8/27/2020 
Item Type: Consent-Action 
Contact: Mark Ryan 
Telephone: 952-891-7596 
Prepared by: Mark Ryan 
Reviewed by: N/A N/A  

 
PURPOSE/ACTION REQUESTED 
 

• Authorization to Reallocate FY2019-20 Watershed Based Implementation Funding Budget Between Selected 
Projects 

 
SUMMARY 
The Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization (VRWJPO) executed a Grant Agreement with the 
Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) to receive Clean Water Fund (CWF) grant dollars for the 
FY2019-2020 Watershed Based Implementation Funding program in October 2018 (Res. VRW 18-34, 10/26/2020). 
Grant dollars and local match provided by the VRWJPO were then tied to individual projects that were selected by 
the VRWJPO and its stakeholders, approved by BWSR through a work plan, and programmed into the VRWJPO 
budget. Projects tied to this Grant Agreement must be constructed by December 2021. 
 
During late 2018 and 2019, VRWJPO staff determined that a project related to the Westview Acres road project in 
the City of Farmington (aka Farmington Streets Project) would not be able to apply the water quality 
improvements expected from preliminary estimates due to design restrictions, primarily the challenge of shallow 
groundwater. City of Farmington staff have also indicated that another project option, the Downtown Plaza 
stormwater management and redevelopment project, is unlikely to move forward at this time. A total of $44,300 
of CWF grant dollars and $55,000 of VRWJPO cash match were tied to this project in the initial work plan 
approved by BWSR prior to execution of the Grant Agreement. Project alternates identified in the work plan have 
also been ruled out for construction by the end of 2021 due to project design challenges (Minnesota Zoo 
Stormwater Reuse/Rainwater Harvesting Project) and the uncertainty of local partner match funds (14th Street 
Outlet Modification Project in the City of Hastings). 
 
Meanwhile, other projects included in the original work plan have expanded in scope or have been determined to 
be more costly than originally anticipated. In consultation with BWSR, VRWJPO staff have determined that the 
most appropriate course of action is to reallocate the grant funding set for the terminated project to these other 
projects identified in the work plan. As such, VRWJPO staff propose that $35,000 of VRWJPO cash match and 
$30,000 of CWF grant dollars be reallocated to the Records Trail Grade Stabilization Project and that $20,000 of 
VRWJPO cash match and $14,300 of CWF grant dollars be reallocated to the Erickson Park Stormwater 
Improvement Project. 
 
VRWJPO staff recommend reallocating the FY2019-20 Watershed Based Implementation Funding from the 
Farmington Streets project to the Records Trail Grade Stabilization Project and Erickson Park Stormwater 
Improvement Project in the amounts noted above. 
 
EXPLANATION OF FISCAL/FTE IMPACT 
The proposed reallocation will only affect projects within the FY2019-20 Watershed Based Implementation 
Funding Grant Agreement and work plan. That is, the amount of funding tied to the Grant Agreement, whether 
grand funds or VRWJPO cash match, will remain the same.  
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Supporting Documents: Previous Board Action(s): 
 
 

VRW 18-34; 10/26/2018 
 

RESOLUTION 

4i. Authorization to Reallocate FY2019-20 Watershed Based Implementation Funding Budget Between Selected 
Projects 

 
WHEREAS, the Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization (VRWJPO) executed a Grant Agreement 
with the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) to receive Clean Water Fund (CWF) grant dollars 
for the FY2019-2020 Watershed Based Implementation Funding program in October 2018; and 
 
WHEREAS, grant dollars and local match provided by the VRWJPO were then tied to individual projects and 
programmed into the VRWJPO budget; and 
 
WHEREAS, VRWJPO and City of Farmington staff determined that a planned grant funded project in the City of 
Farmington (aka Farmington Streets Project) would not be able to apply the water quality improvements expected 
and that another project option in the City of Farmington is unlikely to move forward at this time; and 
 
WHEREAS, project alternates identified in the work plan have also been ruled out for construction by the end of 
2021; and  
 
WHEREAS, in consultation with BWSR, VRWJPO staff have determined that the most appropriate course of action 
is to reallocate the grant funding set for the terminated project to these other projects identified in the work plan. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Board authorizes 
reallocation of grant and match funds for fiscal year 2019-2020 Watershed Based Implementation Funding budget 
between selected projects, with $35,000 of VRWJPO cash match and $30,000 of CWF grant dollars being 
reallocated to the Records Trail Grade Stabilization Project, and $20,000 of VRWJPO cash match and $14,300 of 
CWF grant dollars being reallocated to the Erickson Park Stormwater Improvement Project. 
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VERMILLION RIVER WATERSHED JOINT POWERS BOARD REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION 
  

4j. Authorization to Execute Contract with Standard Contracting, Inc. for Construction of the Records Trail 
Grade Stabilization Project 

 

Meeting Date: 8/27/2020 
Item Type: Consent-Action 
Contact: Mark Ryan 
Telephone: 952-891-7596 
Prepared by: Mark Ryan 
Reviewed by: N/A N/A  

 
PURPOSE/ACTION REQUESTED 
 

• Authorization to Execute Contract with Standard Contracting, Inc. for Construction of the Records Trail Grade 
Stabilization Project 

 
SUMMARY 
The Records Trail Grade Stabilization Project (the “Project”) was identified in 2018 as a priority project to be 
completed with Clean Water Fund (CWF) grant dollars received under the pilot year of the Watershed Based 
Implementation Funding program. The Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization (VRWJPO) executed 
a Grant Agreement with the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) for these FY2019-2020 
Watershed Based Implementation Funding dollars in October 2018 (Res. VRW 18-34, 10/26/2020). Under this 
Grant Agreement, the Project must be constructed by December 2021. 
 
Initially, Dakota Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) and VRWJPO staff in 2017 identified a roughly 12-
foot-deep head-cut in a waterway in Ravenna Township in consultation with the landowner. The Project centered 
around addressing the worst erosion that had occurred and preventing the head-cut from continuing to erode and 
migrate upstream.  Initial project budgeting estimated the cost of the project to be around $40-50,000 based on a 
relatively small drop structure at the head-cut.  However, in consultation with the landowner, the scope has been 
expanded in 2020 to address a portion of the eroded ravine downstream. In addition, larger rock drop structures 
are needed to drop the full height of the head-cut that has expanded even more in recent years, and tree clearing 
is expected to be a more significant cost than in the original estimate. With the added length of ravine 
stabilization downstream, the pollutant reduction estimates have increased by about 25% from the original 
estimate. The project is expected to reduce sediment by approximately 97.1 tons per year and total phosphorus 
by 46.9 pounds per year to Etter Creek and the Vermillion River. 
 
VRWJPO staff solicited quotes from contractors in July 2020 to complete the Project and included an alternate 
reduced scope for quotation due to budget concerns. Three quotations were received from contractors, and the 
quotations are summarized in Attachment A.  The lowest quote received was $95,792.50 from Standard 
Contracting, Inc. for the full scope of the Project.  VRWJPO staff met with the landowner representative to discuss 
the quotes received and the final scope based on the quotes and are finalizing the landowner agreement(s) for 
construction access and maintenance. 
 
VRWJPO staff recommend that the Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Board (VRWJPB) authorize the chair 
to execute a contract with Standard Contracting, Inc. for the construction of the Records Trail Grade Stabilization 
Project. 
 
EXPLANATION OF FISCAL/FTE IMPACT 
The project costs are within the amount allocated within the FY2019-20 Watershed Based Implementation 
Funding Grant Agreement and work plan with the reallocation of project funds approved in a separate request for 
Board Action at this VRWJPB meeting ($105,000 total project dollars).  

38



2 | P a g e  

Supporting Documents: Previous Board Action(s): 
Attachment A: Project Solicitation Summary 
 

VRW 18-34; 10/26/2018 
 

RESOLUTION 

4j. Authorization to Execute Contract with Standard Contracting, Inc. for Construction of the Records Trail 
Grade Stabilization Project 

 
WHEREAS, the Records Trail Grade Stabilization Project (the “Project”) was identified in 2018 as a priority project 
to be completed with Clean Water Fund (CWF) grant dollars received under the pilot year of the Watershed Based 
Implementation Funding program; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization (VRWJPO) executed a Grant Agreement 
with the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) for FY2019-2020 Watershed Based 
Implementation Funding, and the Project must be constructed by December 2021; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dakota Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) and VRWJPO staff in 2017 identified a roughly 12-
foot-deep head-cut in a waterway in Ravenna Township and expanded the scope to address a portion of the 
eroded ravine downstream in consultation with the landowner; and 
 
WHEREAS, the project is expected to reduce sediment by approximately 97.1 tons per year and total phosphorus 
by 46.9 pounds per year to Etter Creek and the Vermillion River; and  
 
WHEREAS, VRWJPO staff solicited quotes from contractors in July 2020 to complete the Project, and the lowest 
quote received was $95,792.50 from Standard Contracting, Inc. for the full scope of the Project. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Board authorizes its chair 
to execute a contract with Standard Contracting, Inc. in an amount not to exceed $95,792.50 for construction of 
the Records Trail Grade Stabilization Project; subject to approval as to form by the Dakota County Attorney’s 
Office. 
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Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization 
4100 220th Street West, Suite 103, Farmington, Minnesota 55024 | 952.891.7000 | Fax 952.891.7588 

DATE: August 18, 2020 

TO: Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Board (VRWJPB) 

FROM: Mark Ryan, Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization (VRWJPO) 

RE: Attachment A:  Summary of Solicitation for Records Trail Grade Stabilization Project 

This memorandum serves as a summary of the solicitation efforts for the Records Trail Grade 
Stabilization Project, for which a Request for Board Action (RBA) is being made at the August 27, 2020 
VRWJPB meeting to authorize execution of a contract for construction. 

Solicitation Summary 
VRWJPO staff sent a request for quotation (RFQ) to six contractor representatives who had worked with 
the Dakota Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) and the VRWJPO on agricultural and restoration 
water quality projects on July 23, 2020. Contractors were provided an opportunity to ask questions, to 
which VRWJPO staff provided answers, and quotations were due back on August 13, 2020. 

Two scopes of work were provided to contractors for separate quotations. The main quote was for the 
complete scope of work discussed with the landowner contact. An alternate quote was requested for a 
slightly reduced scope with less tree impacts and grading because of budget concerns based on the 
engineer’s estimate of costs.  Three quotations were received back from contractors. It was thought that 
the project may have been too large of an undertaking for some of the smaller contractors that staff 
reached out to with the RFQ. The quotations received, and the engineer’s estimate were as follows: 

Main Quote (Full Project) Alternate Quote 
Engineer’s Estimate $119,502.50 $88,775.00 

Standard Contracting, Inc. $95,792.50 $78,930.50 
Sunram Construction, Inc. $103,050.00 $98,143.00* 
Blackstone Contractors, LLC $173,875.00 $126,435.00 

*Adjusted from quote form based on unit prices provided

Based on a preliminary review of the quotes provided, the RBA for project construction is written to 
contract with Standard Contracting, Inc. for the quote provided and shown in bold above. 

Attachment A
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VERMILLION RIVER WATERSHED JOINT POWERS BOARD REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION 
  

5a. Public Hearing to Receive Comments on and Adoption of the Draft Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers 
Organization 2021 Budget and Watershed Management Tax District Levy 

 
 

Meeting Date: 8/27/2020 
Item Type: Regular-Action 
Contact: Mark Zabel 
Telephone: 952-891-7011 
Prepared by: Mark Zabel 
Reviewed by: N/A N/A  

 
PURPOSE/ACTION REQUESTED 
 

• Public hearing to receive comments on and adoption of the Draft Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers 
Organization (VRWJPO) 2021 Budget and Watershed Management Tax District Levy 
 

SUMMARY  
The proposed Draft VRWJPO 2021 Budget (included as Attachment A) is $2,649,200 including cash reserves, Clean 
Water Fund Competitive grant, and Clean Water Fund Watershed Based Implementation Funding grant. The Draft 
VRWJPO 2021 Budget recommends a Watershed Management Tax District Levy of $1,000,000; $33,350 in the 
Scott County portion of the watershed and $966,650 in the Dakota County portion of the watershed.  This amount 
represents no change from the overall Watershed Management Tax District levy compared to 2020.  The draft 
budget reflects recommendations from VRWJPO staff and partners and items from the implementation section of 
the Watershed Plan. 
 
An approved Draft VRWJPO 2021 Budget will remain “draft” until such time as the Vermillion River Watershed 
Joint Power Board adopts a Final VRWJPO 2021 Budget and Dakota County and Scott County Boards certify the 
final Watershed Management Tax District Levy in December of 2020.  
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Supporting Documents: Previous Board Action(s): 
Attachment A: Draft VRWJPO 2021 Budget 
Attachment B: Vermillion River Watershed Tax District Estimated 2021 Taxes DC 
Attachment C: 2021 Vermillion WMO Impact SC 
 

 

RESOLUTION 
5a. Adopt the Draft Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization 2021 Budget and Watershed 

Management Tax District Levy
 
WHEREAS, the Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization requires a budget and the subsequent levy 
to implement the programs and projects described in its Watershed Management Plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Vermillion River Watershed Planning Commission has reviewed and recommended the adoption of 
the proposed Draft VRWJPO 2021 Budget and Watershed Management Tax District Levy, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Board has reviewed and discussed the Draft VRWJPO 
2021 Budget and Vermillion River Watershed Management Tax District Levy. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Board hereby adopts the 
Draft VRWJPO 2021 Budget totaling $2,649,200 and recommends a Vermillion River Watershed Management Tax 
District Levy of $1,000,000 ($33,350 in the Scott County portion of the watershed and $966,650 in the Dakota 
County portion of the watershed). 
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Attachment A

2021 2020

Category Budget Items

Draft Budget 

Amount

Budget %   of 

Total

Revised Budget 

Amount

Budget %   

of Total

EXPENSES

Administration and Operations 1 Dakota County VRW Staff $175,000 6.6% $175,000 6.3%

-2170020000 2 Scott County VRW Staff $13,500 0.5% $13,500 0.5%

3 Other Dakota County Staff Time $12,000 0.5% $12,000 0.4%

4 Legal Support $25,000 0.9% $25,000 0.9%

5 Miscellaneous Expenses (per diems, mileage, postage, etc.) $6,000 0.2% $6,000 0.2%

6 Training, Conferences, and Certifications $2,000 0.1% $2,000 0.1%

Subtotal Administrative $233,500 8.8% $233,500 8.4%

Research and Planning 1 Dakota SWCD Incentive Program Policy Assistance $1,600 0.1% $1,600 0.1%

-2170020130 2 Scott County Staff $2,000 0.1% $2,000 0.1%

3 VRW Staff $12,000 0.5% $12,000 0.4%

4 Conservation Attitudes and Behaviors Survey $50,000 1.9% $50,000

Subtotal Research and Planning $65,600 2.5% $65,600 2.4%

Monitoring and Assessment 1 Vermillion River Monitoring Network in Dakota Co.

-2170020230 1a Staff Time for Sample Collection, Equipment Installation, Maintenance, Downloading $39,000 1.5% $39,000 1.4%

1b Data analysis, database management, data reporting, FLUX modeling, reporting $17,000 0.6% $17,000 0.6%

1c Water Quality Sample Analysis and QA/QC samples $19,000 0.7% $19,000 0.7%

1d Equipment and Supplies $8,000 0.3% $8,000 0.3%

2 Vermillion River Monitoring Network in Scott Co $9,800 0.4% $9,800 0.4%

3 USGS Cost Share for Blaine Ave. Station $8,900 0.3% $8,900 0.3%

4 DNR Flow Gaging Assistance $9,700 0.4% $9,700 0.4%

5a Biological and Habitat Assessments $7,000 0.3% $7,000 0.3%

5b Electrofishing $16,000 0.6% $16,000 0.6%

7 Monitoring Programs Review and Evaluation $15,000 0.6% $15,000 0.5%

VRWJPO Draft 2021 Budget
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Attachment A

2021 2020

Category Budget Items

Draft Budget 

Amount

Budget %   of 

Total

Revised Budget 

Amount

Budget %   

of Total

VRWJPO Draft 2021 Budget

8 General GIS support (Dakota SWCD) $5,000 0.2% $5,000 0.2%

9 Nitrate Treatment Practice Sampling $1,000 0.0% $1,000 0.0%

10 Iron Enhanced Sand Filter Performance Sampling $2,000 0.1% $2,000 0.1%

11 East Lake Carp Assessment $3,200 0.1% $3,200 0.1%

Subtotal Monitoring and Data Analysis $160,600 6.1% $160,600 5.8%

1 Communication and Outreach Staff $110,000 4.2% $110,000 4.0%

2 Wetland Health Evaluation Program Cost Share $3,000 0.1% $3,000 0.1%

-2170020330 3 Vermillion River Watch Program $6,000 0.2% $6,000 0.2%

4 Vermillion River Stewards $20,000 0.8% $20,000 0.7%

5 Scott County Outreach Efforts $2,050 0.1% $2,050 0.1%

6 Vermillion River Watershed Projects Signage and Map Updates $5,000 0.2% $5,000 0.2%

7 Newsletter, Mailings, Website, General Communication Materials $10,000 0.4% $10,000 0.4%

9 Landscaping for Clean Water Workshop Program (Dakota SWCD) $30,400 1.1% $30,400 1.1%

10 K-12 Classroom Presentations (Dakota SWCD) $4,000 0.2% $4,000 0.1%

11 Children's Water Festival Support $600 0.0% $600 0.0%

12 Watershed Partners $5,000 0.2% $5,000 0.2%

13 Watershed Tours $1,500 0.1% $0 0.0%

14 Master Water Stewards $12,500 0.5% $12,500 0.5%

15 Local Standards/ Ordinance  and Turf/ Salt Workshops $3,500 0.1% $3,500 0.1%

Subtotal Public Outreach and Communication $213,550 8.1% $212,050 7.7%

Regulation 2 Scott SWCD Assistance with Plan Review $900 0.0% $900 0.0%

-2170020530 3 Engineering Assistance and Review $45,000 1.7% $45,000 1.6%

4 VRW Staff Local Program Assistance $20,000 0.8% $20,000 0.7%

Subtotal Regulation $65,900 2.5% $65,900 2.4%

Public Communications and 

Outreach
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2021 2020

Category Budget Items

Draft Budget 

Amount

Budget %   of 

Total

Revised Budget 

Amount

Budget %   

of Total

VRWJPO Draft 2021 Budget

Coordination and Collaboration 1 Coordination VRW Staff $25,000 0.9% $20,000 0.7%

-2170020531

Subtotal Coordination and Collaboration $25,000 0.9% $20,000 0.7%

Land and Water Treatment

1 Rosemount Cost Share JPA $58,000 2.2% $58,000 2.1%

2 Cost Share Programs in Dakota County (SWCD) $80,000 3.0% $80,000 2.9%

-2170920130 3 Cost Share Programs in Scott County (SWCD) $41,300 1.6% $41,300 1.5%

4 Cost-share $325,000 12.3% $170,000 6.1%

WBIF Grant match $65,000 2.5%

5 Johnny Cake Ridge Road Stormwater Improvements $0 0.0% $100,000 3.6%

Subtotal Capital Improvement Projects $569,300 21.5% $449,300 16.2%

Maintenance 1 Past projects maintenance/ repair $25,000 0.9% $55,000 2.0%

-2170920130 2 CIP construction oversight, maintenance/ repair staff costs $25,000 0.9%

Subtotal Maintenance $50,000 1.9% $55,000 2.0%

Feasibility/Preliminary Studies 1

Preliminary Design, Technical Assistance and Marketing for Capital Improvements (Dakota 

SWCD) $40,000 1.5% $40,000 1.4%

-2170020631 2 Preliminary Design, Technical Assistance and Marketing for Capital Improvements $100,000 3.8% $70,000 2.5%

Irrigation Audits 2020 $10,000 0.4%

Subtotal Feasibility/Preliminary Studies $140,000 $0 $120,000 4.3%

Irrigation Audit and Cost Share 

Program 1 Irrigation Audits $5,000

2 Irrigation Cost-Share $5,000

Subtotal Irrigation Audit and Cost Share $10,000

Capital Improvement Projects
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2021 2020

Category Budget Items

Draft Budget 

Amount

Budget %   of 

Total

Revised Budget 

Amount

Budget %   

of Total

VRWJPO Draft 2021 Budget

Met Council Grant 1 Tropics Building Stormwater Reuse (grant) $0 0.0% $0 0.0%

-2170020832 2 Tropics Building Stormwater Reuse (VRWJPO match) $0 0.0% $0 0.0%

Subtotal Met Council Grant $0 $0 $0 0.0%

CWF Grant (BWSR) Middle 

Creek Highview 1 Middle Creek Restoration $380,000 14.3% $380,000 13.7%

-2170020852 2 VRWJPO cash match $50,000 1.9% $50,000 1.8%

Subtotal CPL Grant Middle Creek/ Pinnacle Reserve $430,000 $0 $430,000 15.5%

CWF Grant (BWSR) Alimagnet 

Lake 1 Alimagnet Lake Stormwater Improvement Projects $0 0.0% $0 0.0%

-2170020836 2 VRWJPO cash match $0 0.0% $6,060 0.2%

Subtotal CWF Grant Alimagnet $0 $0 $6,060 0.2%

CWF Grant (BWSR) Phosphorus 

Treatment Cty Rd 50 1 Phosphorus Treatment County Road 50 $0 0.0% $0 0.0%

-2170020837 2 VRWJPO cash match $0 0.0% $0 0.0%

Subtotal CWF Grant Cty Rd 50 $0 $0 $0 0.0%

CWF Grant (BWSR) South 

Branch Nitrate Treatment 1 South Branch Nitrate Treatment (Phase II) $0 0.0% $60,000 2.2%

-2170020838 2 VRWJPO cash match $0 0.0% $20,000 0.7%

Subtotal CWF Grant South Branch Nitrate $0 $0 $80,000 2.9%

CWF Grant (BWSR) Lakeville 

Hydrodynamic Separator 1 Lakeville Hydrodynamic Separator $0 0.0% $0 0.0%

-2170020839 2 VRWJPO cash match $0 0.0% $0 0.0%

Subtotal CWF Grant Hydrodynamic Separator $0 $0 $0 0.0%
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Draft Budget 
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Budget %   of 

Total

Revised Budget 

Amount

Budget %   

of Total

VRWJPO Draft 2021 Budget

CWF Grant (BWSR) South Creek 

Temperature Reduction 1 South Creek Temperature Reduction $0 0.0% $0 0.0%

-2170020840 2 VRWJPO cash match $0 0.0% $0 0.0%

Subtotal CWF Grant South Creek Temperature Reduction $0 $0 $0 0.0%

CWF Grant (BWSR) Erickson 

Park Stormwater Improvement 1 Erickson Park Stormwater Improvement $114,250 4.3% $100,000 3.6%

-2170020841 2 VRWJPO cash match $50,000 1.9% $30,000 1.1%

Subtotal CWF Grant Erickson Park Stormwater Improvement $164,250 $0 $130,000 4.7%

CWF Grant (BWSR) Farmington 

Street Project 1 Farmington Street Project $0 0.0% $44,300 1.6%

-2170020842 2 VRWJPO cash match $0 0.0% $55,000 2.0%

Subtotal CWF Grant Farmington Street Retrofit $0 $0 $99,300 3.6%

CWF Grant (BWSR) Aronson 

Park Stormwater Reuse 1 Aronson Park Stormwater Reuse Project $0 0.0% $70,600 2.6%

-2170020843 2 VRWJPO cash match $0 0.0% $29,500 1.1%

Subtotal CWF Grant Aronson Park Stormwater Reuse $0 $0 $100,100 3.6%

CWF Grant (BWSR) Webster 

Wetland Restoration 1 Webster Wetland Restoration $67,000 2.5% $67,000 2.4%

-2170020844 2 VRWJPO cash match $0 0.0% $0 0.0%

Subtotal CWF Grant Webster Wetland Restoration $67,000 2.5% $67,000 2.4%

CWF Grant (BWSR) Technical 

Assistance and Cost Share 1 Technical Assistance and Cost Share (TACS) $17,700 0.7% $17,700 0.6%

-2170020845 2 VRWJPO cash match $1,800 0.1% $1,800 0.1%

Subtotal CWF Grant Technical Assistance and Cost Share Program $19,500 0.7% $19,500 0.7%
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Draft Budget 

Amount

Budget %   of 

Total

Revised Budget 

Amount

Budget %   

of Total

VRWJPO Draft 2021 Budget

CWF Grant (BWSR) Imminent 

Health Threat Septic Upgrades 1 Imminent Health Threat Septic Upgrades $8,000 0.3% $8,000 0.3%

-2170020846 2 VRWJPO cash match $0 0.0% $0 0.0%

Subtotal CWF Grant Imminent Health Threat Septic Upgrades $8,000 0.3% $8,000 0.3%

CWF Grant (BWSR) Records 

Trail/ Grade Control 1 Records Trail/ Grade Control Structures $60,000 2.3% $30,000

-2170020849 2 VRWJPO cash match $45,000 1.7% $10,000

Subtotal CWF Grant Records Trail/ Grade Control $105,000 4.0% $40,000

CWF Grant (BWSR) 21st Street 

Ravine Outlet 1 21st Street (Hastings) Ravine Outlet Modification $73,800 2.8% $73,800

-2170020850 2 VRWJPO cash match $73,800 2.8% $73,800

Subtotal CWF Grant 21st Street Ravine Outlet $147,600 5.6% $147,600

CWF Grant (BWSR) Vermillion 

Falls Park Bioretention 1 Vermillion Falls Park Bioretention Basin $14,950 0.6% $14,950

-2170020851 2 VRWJPO cash match $22,050 0.8% $22,050

Subtotal CWF Grant Vermillion Falls Park Bioretention $37,000 1.4% $37,000

CPL Grant (DNR) South Creek at 

Hamburg 1 South Creek Restoration at Hamburg Ave (Buddy's Kitchen) $0 0.0% $25,000 0.9%

-2170020847 2 VRWJPO in-kind $0 0.0% $1,000 0.0%

Subtotal CPL Grant South Creek Restoration at Hamburg Avenue $0 0.0% $26,000 0.9%

CWF Grant (BWSR) 1 WBF Grant Admin $5,000 0.2% $5,000 0.2%

-2170020848 0.0% 0.0%

Subtotal WBF Grant Admin $5,000 0.2% $5,000 0.2%

Page 6 of 8 48



Attachment A

2021 2020

Category Budget Items

Draft Budget 

Amount

Budget %   of 

Total

Revised Budget 

Amount

Budget %   

of Total

VRWJPO Draft 2021 Budget

Subtotal of Expenditures $2,516,800 95.0% $2,577,510 93.2%

Cash Reserve $132,400 5.0% $188,290 6.8%

TOTAL Annual Expenses $2,649,200 100.0% $2,765,800 100.0%
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2021 2020

Category Budget Items

Draft Budget 

Amount

Budget %   of 

Total

Revised Budget 

Amount

Budget %   

of Total

VRWJPO Draft 2021 Budget

REVENUE

MetC Grant $0 0.0% $0 0.0%

CIP Reserve $220,000 8.3% $257,250 9.3%

CIP Reserve Grant Match $116,000 4.4% $292,410

Fund Balance from Underspending in Previous Year $225,000 8.5% $569,240 20.6%

CPL Grant (DNR) South Creek at Hamburg $0 0.0% $25,000 0.9%

CPL Grant (DNR) Flagstaff $0 0.0% $0 0.0%

CWF Grant (BWSR) $380,000 14.3% $440,000 15.9%

CWF Grant WBIF (BWSR) 2019-2021 $360,700 13.6% $159,400 5.8%

CWF Grant WBIF (BWSR) 2020-2023 $325,000 12.3%

Dakota County AIS Grant $0 0.0% $0 0.0%

City of Lakeville AIS grant match $0 0.0% $0 0.0%

Fees for Permitting Activities $2,500 0.1% $2,500 0.1%

Dakota County Levy $966,650 36.5% $966,000 34.9%

Scott County Levy $33,350 1.3% $34,000 1.2%

Investment Earnings $20,000 0.8% $20,000 0.7%

TOTAL Annual Revenue $2,649,200 100.0% $2,765,800 100.0%
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Tax 2020 Actual 2019 Actual 2018 Actual 2017 Actual 2016 Actual 2015 Actual 2014 Actual 2013 Actual 2012 Actual 2011 Actual 2010 Actual 2009 Actual

Capacity $300,000 $400,000 $500,000 $750,000 $966,650 $1,000,000 $1,250,000 $1,500,000 $966,000 $912,900 $887,900 $861,700 $821,140 $817,500 $858,900 $831,600 $868,000 $964,700 $1,047,905 $1,138,839

0.0848% 0.1280% 0.1713% 0.2794% 0.3731% 0.3875% 0.4957% 0.6038% 0.3990% 0.4030% 0.4290% 0.4490% 0.4490% 0.4660% 0.5450% 0.5430% 0.5410% 0.5550% 0.5660% 0.4323%

1,263 $1.07 $1.62 $2.16 $3.53 $4.71 $4.89 $6.26 $7.62 $5.04 $5.09 $5.42 $5.67 $5.67 $5.88 $6.88 $6.86 $6.83 $7.01 $7.15 $5.46

1,486 $1.26 $1.90 $2.55 $4.15 $5.55 $5.76 $7.37 $8.97 $5.93 $5.99 $6.38 $6.67 $6.67 $6.93 $8.10 $8.07 $8.04 $8.25 $8.41 $6.42

1,644 $1.39 $2.10 $2.82 $4.59 $6.13 $6.37 $8.15 $9.93 $6.56 $6.63 $7.05 $7.38 $7.38 $7.66 $8.96 $8.93 $8.89 $9.12 $9.31 $7.11

1,699 $1.44 $2.17 $2.91 $4.75 $6.34 $6.58 $8.42 $10.26 $6.78 $6.85 $7.29 $7.63 $7.63 $7.92 $9.26 $9.22 $9.19 $9.43 $9.61 $7.34

1,808 $1.53 $2.31 $3.10 $5.05 $6.74 $7.00 $8.96 $10.91 $7.21 $7.28 $7.75 $8.12 $8.12 $8.42 $9.85 $9.82 $9.78 $10.03 $10.23 $7.81

1,917 $1.62 $2.45 $3.28 $5.35 $7.15 $7.43 $9.50 $11.57 $7.65 $7.72 $8.22 $8.61 $8.61 $8.93 $10.45 $10.41 $10.37 $10.64 $10.85 $8.29

2,080 $1.76 $2.66 $3.56 $5.81 $7.76 $8.06 $10.31 $12.56 $8.30 $8.38 $8.92 $9.34 $9.34 $9.69 $11.34 $11.29 $11.25 $11.54 $11.77 $8.99

2,625 $2.23 $3.36 $4.50 $7.33 $9.79 $10.17 $13.01 $15.85 $10.47 $10.58 $11.26 $11.79 $11.79 $12.23 $14.31 $14.25 $14.20 $14.57 $14.86 $11.35

2,675 $2.27 $3.42 $4.58 $7.47 $9.98 $10.37 $13.26 $16.15 $10.67 $10.78 $11.48 $12.01 $12.01 $12.47 $14.58 $14.53 $14.47 $14.85 $15.14 $11.57

2,811 $2.38 $3.60 $4.82 $7.86 $10.49 $10.90 $13.94 $16.98 $11.22 $11.33 $12.06 $12.62 $12.62 $13.10 $15.32 $15.27 $15.21 $15.60 $15.91 $12.15

2,898 $2.46 $3.71 $4.96 $8.10 $10.81 $11.23 $14.36 $17.50 $11.56 $11.68 $12.43 $13.01 $13.01 $13.50 $15.79 $15.73 $15.68 $16.08 $16.40 $12.53

3,170 $2.69 $4.06 $5.43 $8.86 $11.83 $12.28 $15.71 $19.14 $12.65 $12.78 $13.60 $14.23 $14.23 $14.77 $17.28 $17.21 $17.15 $17.59 $17.94 $13.70

3,443 $2.92 $4.41 $5.90 $9.62 $12.84 $13.34 $17.06 $20.79 $13.74 $13.87 $14.77 $15.46 $15.46 $16.04 $18.76 $18.69 $18.62 $19.11 $19.49 $14.88

3,715 $3.15 $4.76 $6.36 $10.38 $13.86 $14.40 $18.41 $22.43 $14.82 $14.97 $15.94 $16.68 $16.68 $17.31 $20.25 $20.17 $20.10 $20.62 $21.03 $16.06

3,988 $3.38 $5.11 $6.83 $11.14 $14.88 $15.45 $19.76 $24.08 $15.91 $16.07 $17.11 $17.90 $17.90 $18.58 $21.73 $21.65 $21.57 $22.13 $22.57 $17.24

4,250 $3.60 $5.44 $7.28 $11.87 $15.86 $16.47 $21.07 $25.66 $16.96 $17.13 $18.23 $19.08 $19.08 $19.81 $23.16 $23.08 $22.99 $23.59 $24.06 $18.37

4,500 $3.81 $5.76 $7.71 $12.57 $16.79 $17.44 $22.30 $27.17 $17.96 $18.14 $19.31 $20.21 $20.21 $20.97 $24.53 $24.44 $24.35 $24.98 $25.47 $19.45

4,750 $4.03 $6.08 $8.14 $13.27 $17.72 $18.41 $23.54 $28.68 $18.95 $19.14 $20.38 $21.33 $21.33 $22.14 $25.89 $25.79 $25.70 $26.36 $26.89 $20.53

5,000 $4.24 $6.40 $8.56 $13.97 $18.66 $19.38 $24.78 $30.19 $19.95 $20.15 $21.45 $22.45 $22.45 $23.30 $27.25 $27.15 $27.05 $27.75 $28.30 $21.62

       Pay 2020 Median Value: 279,600

       Pay 2021 Median Value: 292,100

$190,000

$200,000
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Vermillion River Watershed Management Tax District

Estimated Pay 2021 Taxes * (Dakota County)

Residential Property

Proposed 2021 LevyMarket

Various Values

Value

$150,000

$170,514

$185,000

Rate

(as of 06/23/2020)

231,210,466*Estimated TCAP

$325,000

$350,000

$375,000

$400,000

$425,000

$500,000

$475,000

$450,000

$210,000

$279,600

$292,100

$275,000

$300,000
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51



   FISCAL YEAR 2020

8,048,460 TAX CAPACITY 34,000$   FINAL CERTIFIED LEVY

(8,785) 10% KV TRANS LINE (-)

(375,742) FISCAL DISPARITY (-) (3,289)$    FISCAL DISPARITY (-)

7,663,933 NET TAX CAPACITY 30,711$   TAX LEVY OR SPREAD LEVY

Tax Rate 0.401%

   FISCAL YEAR 2021

8,414,302 TAX CAPACITY 33,350$   PROPOSED LEVY OR CERTIFIED LEVY

(8,785) 10% KV TRANS LINE (-)

(414,046) FISCAL DISPARITY (-) (3,289)$    FISCAL DISPARITY (-)

7,991,471 NET TAX CAPACITY 30,061$   TAX LEVY OR SPREAD LEVY

as of 6/24/2020 Tax Rate 0.376%

RESIDENTIAL IMPACTS Pay 2020 Pay 2021

Average Average Value Taxable Value Taxable Net Net Net Net 2020 2021 2021 2021

% Value Range # of affected Market Value Market Value Exclusion Market Value Exclusion Market Value Taxable % Payable Payable Inc/Dec Difference Median Median Average Value 

Inc/Dec Properties 2020 2021 2020 2020 2021 2021 Chg 20-21 2020 2021 2020 vs 2021 % Change Values Values Values % Change

Elko New Mrkt City +15.01+% 25 294,400$    338,560$    10,744$   283,656$    6,770$    331,790$    16.97% 11.37$    12.48$   1.11$     9.801% 298,800$     307,400$    301,300$   2.9%

1498 +10.01-15.00% 28 294,400$    331,200$    10,744$   283,656$    7,432$    323,768$    14.14% 11.37$    12.18$   0.81$     7.146%

+5.01-10.00% 175 294,400$    316,480$    10,744$   283,656$    8,757$    307,723$    8.48% 11.37$    11.58$   0.21$     1.836%

+0.01-5.00% 995 294,400$    301,760$    10,744$   283,656$    10,082$  291,678$    2.83% 11.37$    10.97$   (0.39)$    -3.473%

No Change 26 294,400$    294,400$    10,744$   283,656$    10,744$  283,656$    0.00% 11.37$    10.67$   (0.70)$    -6.128%

-0.01-5.00% 236 294,400$    287,040$    10,744$   283,656$    11,406$  275,634$    -2.83% 11.37$    10.37$   (1.00)$    -8.783%

-5.01-10% 12 294,400$    272,320$    10,744$   283,656$    12,731$  259,589$    -8.48% 11.37$    9.76$     (1.60)$    -14.093%

-10.01-15% 0 294,400$    257,600$    10,744$   283,656$    14,056$  243,544$    -14.14% 11.37$    9.16$     (2.21)$    -19.403%

-15.01+ 1 294,400$    250,240$    10,744$   283,656$    14,718$  235,522$    -16.97% 11.37$    8.86$     (2.51)$    -22.058%

New Market Twp +15.01+% 18 464,000$    533,600$    -$  464,000$    -$    533,600$    15.00% 18.59$    20.39$   1.79$     9.652% 443,300$     452,300$    472,000$   2.0%

1125 +10.01-15.00% 16 464,000$    522,000$    -$  464,000$    -$    522,000$    12.50% 18.59$    19.84$   1.25$     6.718%

+5.01-10.00% 150 464,000$    498,800$    -$  464,000$    -$    498,800$    7.50% 18.59$    18.76$   0.17$     0.912%

+0.01-5.00% 638 464,000$    475,600$    -$  464,000$    -$    475,600$    2.50% 18.59$    17.89$   (0.70)$    -3.782%

No Change 14 464,000$    464,000$    -$  464,000$    -$    464,000$    0.00% 18.59$    17.45$   (1.14)$    -6.128%

-0.01-5.00% 223 464,000$    452,400$    -$  464,000$    -$    452,400$    -2.50% 18.59$    17.02$   (1.58)$    -8.475%

-5.01-10% 42 464,000$    429,200$    -$  464,000$    -$    429,200$    -7.50% 18.59$    16.14$   (2.45)$    -13.169%

-10.01-15% 16 464,000$    406,000$    -$  464,000$    700$    405,300$    -12.65% 18.59$    15.25$   (3.35)$    -18.004%

-15.01+ 8 464,000$    394,400$    -$  464,000$    1,744$    392,656$    -15.38% 18.59$    14.77$   (3.82)$    -20.562%

County Wide 45,527 326,500$    339,400$    7,855$     318,645$    6,694$    332,706$    4.41% 12.77$    12.52$   (0.25)$    -1.986% 289,700$     303,800$    339,400$   4.9%

WHAT IF TAX COMPARISON PAY 2020 vs Pay 2021

Median & Average Values

6a-MZ-Attachment C- 2021 VermillionWMO Impact

2021 comp 8/4/2020
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Minutes 
 Vermillion River Watershed Planning Commission Meeting 

August 12, 2020 - 3:30 p.m. 
Zoom Videoconference 

WPC Members in Attendance   Staff in Attendance  Others in Attendance      
Josh Borton Chuck Clanton  Mark Zabel, VRWJPO Curt Coudron, Dakota County SWCD 
Carolyn Miller Mark Henry Mark Ryan, VRWJPO Jen Kostrzewski, Met Council
Bruce Rydeen Steve Hamrick  Jen Dullum, VRWJPO 
Tony Wotzka Brian Rohrenbach Travis Thiel, VRWJPO 

1. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Henry at 3:34 p.m. Roll call was taken. Commissioner
Henry welcomed newly appointed Commissioner Hamrick.

2. Audience Comments on Items Not on the Agenda
None

3. Approval of Agenda

Motion by Commissioner Clanton, second by Commissioner Miller, to approve the agenda. The agenda 
was unanimously approved by 7-0 roll call. 

4. Approval of Minutes

Motion by Commissioner Clanton, second by Commissioner Rydeen, to approve the minutes of the June 
10, 2020, meeting. The minutes were unanimously approved by 7-0 roll call vote. In future minutes each 
participant will be noted by last name. 

5. Business Items
5a. Recommendation to Adopt Draft VRWJPO 2021 Budget and Watershed Management Tax District
Levy
Mark Zabel went over the draft budget. He went over all changes in the 2021 draft budget. The version
of the budget presented included adjustments made in the Capital Improvement Program and Cost
Share budget. These changes were made after reviewing the Watershed-based Funding Implementation
Grant, which was entered as revenue in the version provided in the packet but not sufficiently
addressed in revenues.  Staff costs have been split off from contracted services under the Maintenance

DRAFT

53



 

 

budget to increase transparency. The Irrigation Audits and Cost Share Program has been given its own 
budget category, as the program continues to grow. The budget for the Records Trail ravine project in 
the Etter Creek area of Ravenna Township has been increased with the increase in project scope, though 
this additional budget came from transfers within the Watershed Based Implementation Funding grant 
and grant match.  
 
Commissioner Henry asked if there would be the possibility of a nitrate treatment system on the Dakota 
County Fairgrounds property, as South Creek is high in nitrate. Tree clearing and work will be done on 
the property soon and Commissioner Henry wonders if that would be the time to install more practices. 
Mark Ryan noted that staff have looked into the option and can continue to investigate a project as a 
possibility and report back to Commissioner Henry. One of the main challenges is that the parcel is 
managed well as a prairie and trying to store more water for nitrate treatment on the parcel would 
require conversion to a wetland habitat (i.e. the two are not necessarily compatible). 
 
Mark Zabel noted current draft 2021 budget expenditures are estimated at $2,516,800 with cash 
reserve estimated at $132,400, bringing total annual expenses to $2,649,200. Total annual revenue is 
estimated at $2,649,200. The levy will not increase from 2020, which results in a tax rate and impact 
decrease based on the median house value.  
 
The budget may be further refined for the November presentation and recommendation.   
 
Motion by Commissioner Borton, second by Commissioner Rohrenbach, to recommend adoption of the 
Draft VRWJPO 2021 Budget and Watershed Management Tax District Levy as presented. The agenda 
was unanimously approved by a 7-0 roll call vote.  
 
Commissioner Wotzka joined at 4:10 p.m. 
 
5b. Recommendation to Amend the VRWJPO 2020 Budget to Increase the Amount of the 
Feasibility/Preliminary Studies Budget Category 
Mark Zabel noted the increase needed in the Feasibility/Preliminary Studies budget category due to 
proposed projects with related staff costs and contractor/consultant costs. Staff is proposing an $80,000 
transfer from cash reserve to the Feasibility/Preliminary Studies budget.  
 
Commissioner Borton questioned if this will affect the minimum cash reserve. Mark Zabel replied that it 
will not. There is enough cash reserve for 2020 and that change has been figured into the proposed 
2021 budget. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Clanton, second by Commissioner Borton, to recommend amending the 
VRWJPO 2020 Budget to increase the amount of the Feasibility/Preliminary Studies Budget Category. The 
minutes were unanimously approved by an 8-0 roll call vote.    
 
5c. Summary of the Vermillion River Monitoring Network 2019 Report 
Jen Dullum introduced the 2019 monitoring report and asked commissioners to forward any comments 
or questions to her for forwarding to the Dakota Soil and Water Conservation District.  
 
Commissioner Henry noted that he was very impressed with the report. He noted the significant nitrate 
load in the South Branch. Commissioner Henry asked the commissioners to take the report under 
advisement and report back any questions or comments.  
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5d. Summary of Fish Sampling Results from 2019 as Part of the VRWJPO Biomonitoring Plan 
Travis Thiel provided a summary from the 2019 fish sampling and stood for questions.  
 
Commissioner Clanton would like the intermittent stream that runs through his property to be removed 
from the map. The legend should clarify that they are not all “streams”, some are intermittent and only 
flow for very short periods of time. 
 
Mark Zabel explained the biomonitoring program for Commissioner Hamrick’s benefit.  
 
5e. Review 2020 Attitudes and Behavior Survey 
Mark Zabel noted that the Watershed Planning Commission requested the ability to comment on the 
proposed questions to the 2020 attitudes and behavior survey before it is distributed. Information from 
the survey will assist with outreach, local attitudes towards conversation, and how to target marketing, 
practices, and programs. 
 
Commissioner Clanton asked who made the mark-up on the survey that was sent. Mark Zabel noted that 
he believes those changes are from the original survey to the survey that was sent as part of the 2018 
Sand Creek survey. Once review has been completed, staff will send comments to the University of 
Minnesota for final edits and distribution.  
 
Commissioner Miller asked about the timeframe. Mark Zabel noted that the survey will be distributed 
this winter. Mark Zabel asked the commissioners to provide any comments on the survey to him by the 
September meeting. 
 
Commissioner Borton asked how the survey will be delivered and to whom. Mark Zabel replied that the 
survey will be mailed to riparian landowners along the Vermillion River.  
 
Commissioner Wotzka questioned the response rate from the 2016 survey. Mark Zabel replied that 
there was a fair amount of response, around 30% return rate which was higher than was expected.  
 
6. Updates 
6a. Chairperson’s Report 
Commissioner Henry wanted to again thank Commissioner Hamrick for his participation on the 
Watershed Planning Committee. Commissioner Henry reiterated his concerns about the high nitrates in 
South Creek. He would like to see increased investments in reducing the nitrates in South Creek, moving 
forward. Commissioner Henry is looking forward to seeing everyone in person, when the time is right. 
 
Commissioner Clanton would like to know what percentage of surface water nitrates impact 
groundwater in the Vermillion River watershed, specifically the drinking water supplies. Mark Ryan 
noted it is probably more than typical because the Vermillion River has a losing reach where surface 
water becomes groundwater but that he was not entirely sure what the percentage is. Commissioner 
Henry noted how the nitrates keep increasing in his private well over time.  Travis Thiel also noted that 
Dakota County staff submitted a LCCMR grant application to study the surface water nitrate impacts on 
groundwater nitrate to better understand this apportionment of loading, but the project was not 
selected for funding. 
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6b. Staff Updates   
After Commissioner Henry noted nitrate in the South Branch, Mark Ryan mentioned that the Braun 
Wetland bank is moving forward. The Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) did much of the design 
and participated in funding the project. The VRWJPO provided $500,000 for the project and Dakota 
County has also contributed funds. Dakota County is doing the contracting for the project. Vegetation 
management and earth work contractors are being sought through two bidding processes. Construction 
should begin in 2020. Commissioner Henry would like to know if there will be a substantial difference in 
the vegetation from what is out there now. Curt Coudron noted that the southern portion of the site has 
a plentiful residual seed bank and additional seed will not be needed in this area. Curt noted that the 
cattails emerging in this wetland are not a native species and will have to be managed on site. The 
northern portion of the site does not have the residual seed bank and will need to be seeded.   
 
Commissioner Clanton asked Curt about the cover crop filed event in Goodhue County. Contact 
Commissioner Clanton for brochure or information, if interested.  
 
7. Adjourn             
 
Motion by Commissioner Clanton, second by Commissioner Miller, to adjourn the meeting at 4:48 p.m. 
The motion passed on a 8-0 roll-call vote. 
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